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Arabs to discuss guarantees 
; ’ for Lockerbie suspects 

GAIRO (R) — Arab foreign ministers meeting in 
Cairo later this month will discuss Libya’s request for 
guarantees for two men wanted in connection with the 
.bombing of a U.S. airliner over Lockerbie an Arab 
diplomat said on Sunday. The diplomat, who declined 
to be named, told Reuters the Cairo-based Arab 
League was willing to mediate between Libya and 
Britain and the United States, who want Tripoli to 
immediately hand over the suspects for trial in the 
Netherlands. “Libya is concerned what [happens] if 
the trial breaks down. What if they are kidnapped and 
shipped from Libya? There are lots of other ‘what 
ifs\” he said. “The Arab League is helping Libya on 
such modalities.” 
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Israel bombs southern Lebanon 

TYRE (AFP) — Israeli troops launched a mortar bar- 
rage Sunday on suspected guerrilla targets on the edge 
of the “security zone” set up by the Jewish state in 
southern Lebanon, Lebanese police said There were 
no immediate reports of casualties from the shelling. 
Police said Israeli troops fired around 20 mortar 
rounds on the village of Mansouri, damaging two 
homes and a gas station. Four cats parked about 500 
metres from a Lebanese army position were also dam- 
aged. A home in the village of Zoutar was destroyed 
by shelling. The pro-Syrian Amal movement said 
meanwhile that it had carried out a series of attacks 
early Sunday on positions of the Israeli army and its 
proxy militia, the South Lebanon Army (SLA), in 
southern Lebanon. Amal said the attacks caused casu- 
alties but the SLA denied the claim. 
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Regent: Talk about military 
alliances, axes is ‘baseless 9 

‘We have repeatedly called for establishment of new 
regional order \ inclusive of all and exclusive of none 9 

By Tareq Ayyonb 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, on 
Sunday describkl the 
notion that Jordan, Turkey 
and Israel were entering 
into military alliance as 
“baseless.” 

Speaking at an official 
dinn er that Prince Hassan 
and Princess Sarvath hosted 
in honour of visiting Turk- 
ish Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz and his delegation, 
the Regent said that Jor- 
dan’s call “for a new 
regional order” in the Mid- 
dle East has been described 
by some as involving the 
creation of “new pacts and 
axes.” 

“[Those who allege that] 
are wrong, and their con- 
clusions are baseless,” the 
Crown Prince said. 

never believed in 
pacts and axes, and we will 
not do so in the future. 

What we are trying to do is 
toplwnote regional conver- 
sations aimed at serving the 
collective interests of all 
countries in the region,” he 
added, recalling His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
call for a common forum 
that includes Iraq and Iran, 
and based on the respect of 
the sovereignty of all coun- 


Khamenei: Iran will not clash with Taleban 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan talks during a joint press conference with vis- 
iting Turkish Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz Sunday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


tries. 

“We have repeatedly 
called for the establishment 
of a new regional order, 
inclusive of aU and exclu- 
sive of none, for launching 
regional conversations on 
the basis of a code of con- 
duct articulated with the 
participation of all coun- 
tries of the area,” the 
Regent said. Such an order 
“cannot be over-empha- 
sised, with threats to the 
stability and security of the 
region coming from all 
directions” he said. 

“Achieving long-term sta- 
bility in our region requires 
revisiting our definition of 
security. For security is not 
just about arms and military 
superiority,” the Crown 
Prince said at the banquet 
attended by senior officials. 

“Security must be 
approached from a broader 
perspective that includes 
soft security, human dignity 
and cultural dimensions. 
We must work on the 
human dimension,” the 
Crown Prince added. 

The Regent said that . 
while Jordan “unreservedly 
condemns all acts of terror- 
ism,’' it feels that it is “the 
responsibility of all peace- 


solution by addressing the 
root causes of terrorism 
rather than simply sup- 
pressing its symptoms.” 
Regarding the crisis in 
Iraq, die Regent said Jordan 
Turkey and Iran, in particu- 
lar, as neighbours of Iraq, 


“The latest outrage in 
East Africa and the con- 
comitant retaliation of the 
United States, is a case in 
point of our fears of the spi- 
ral of violence that could 
plague the whole area in the 
absence of a comprehensive 
approach to the problem.” 
he added 


In a joint press conference 
with the visiting Turkish 
premier -following official 
talks that were attended by 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Chief of the 
Royal Court Jawad Anani, 
the Crown Prince called for 

(Continued on page 3) 


loving countries to work will have a major impact in 
together on a long-term resolving the Iraqi crisis. 


TEHRAN (AP) — Iran’s 
supreme leader; Ayatollah 
AJi Khamenei, says that die 
country will not enter into a 
military confrontation with 
Afghanistan’s Taleban mili- 
tia, the Tehran Times report- 
ed Sunday. 

The statement came amid 
concerns in the U.S. intelli- 
gence community that Iran 
was poised for an incursion 
into A fghanista n. Iran last 
week massed troops and 
equipment on the border for 
military exercises. 

Iran also has warned the 
Taleban religious army that it 
would take “necessary mea- 
sures” to win the release of 
Iranians believed held cap- 
tive by the Islamists. 

The English-language 


Tehran Tunes quoted 
Khamenei’s comments from 
a question-aod-answer ses- 
sion last Thursday at Teach- 
ers Training University. 

He said he was “personally 
following die developments 
of Iran related to 
Afghanistan” and “assured 
that there will be no con- 
frontation with the Taleban,” 
the paper said. 

The paper did not say why 
these was a delay in reporting 
die comments of Khamenei, 
who also is commander-in- 
chief of Iran’s armed forces. 

Iran accuses the Taleban of 
seizing 47 Iranians, includ- 
ing 1 1 diplomats and a jour- 
nalist from (he official Islam- 
ic Republic News Agency 
(XRNA), when its forces cap- 


tured the northern city of 
Mazar-e-Sharif on Aug. S. 

The Taleban says it knows 
nothing about the diplomats, 
and I ranian officials fear they 
may have been killed. 

The Afghan militia 
acknowledged holding some 
Iranian truck drivers, and on 
Thursday freed five of them. 
They arrived in Tehran on 
Sunday, IRNA reported. 

The drivers, who were 
received at Tehran’s 
Mehrabad Airport by their 
families and officials from 
the foreign ministry, said 
tirey were held in the south- 
ern city of Kandahar along 
with several dozen other Ira- 
nians. 

The freed drivers said they 
had no information about the 


diplomats or the IRNA corre- 
spondent. 

The missing Iranian diplo- 
mats were working ar the 
Iranian consulate in Mazar-e- 
Sharif when the city was 
overrun by the Taleban. 

The Taleban released the 
five drivers as a goodwill 
gesture. 

But Iran has said this was 
insufficient and warned the 
militia Saturday that it would 
take unspecified steps if the 
remaining Iranians were not 
freed. 

A political commentary on 
state-run Tehran Radio 00 
Sunday criticised the United 
States for calling on Iran to 
show restraint toward 
Afghanistan. 

“The Taleban’ s treatment 


of the citizens of Iran and the 
silence of international 
forums on the issue shows 
tbat Tehran has suffered 
political damage and a blow 
to its prestige even before 
resorting to military action to 
defend its rights,” the broad- 
cast said. 

It added that “Iran is pre- 
pared to defend strongly 
what its national interest 
requires it to do,” but did not 
say what this involved. 

Iran earned out military 
manoeuvres on its border 
with Afghanistan last week 
in which 70,000 troops, more 
than 150 tanks and 
squadrons of fighter planes 
were involved. Tehran has 
said the forces will remain in 
the area. 


Qadhafi rejects U.S., British 
terms of Lockerbie trial offer 


TRIPOLI (AP) — Libyan 
President Muammar Qad- 
hafi rejected the terms of an 
American and British offer 
to try two Libyan suspects 
in the Pan Am bombing 
case in the Netherlands, but 
a Scottish defence lawyer 
suggested he was simply 
bargaining. 

In a speech late Saturday, 
Qadhafi accused the United 
States and Britain of trying 
to use the Netherlands as “a 
transit point” in the case. 

The offer calls for the trial 
of the two Libyans — 
Abdul Basset Ali A1 
Megrahi and Lamen Khali- 
fa Fhimah — in the Nether- 
lands. If found guilty, they 
would be transferred to 
Britain to serve their time. 

The 1988 bombing of the 
Pan Am jet over Lockerbie. 
Scotland, lulled 270 people. 

Qadhafi told a gathering 
here that this was not the 
trial in a third country that 
Libya bad demanded but a 
deal “to make the third 
country a transit point to 
transfer the accused to 
Britain” He added: “We 
[are prepared] to go tomor- 
row' to the Netherlands, 
provided that the Nether- 
lands is the last stop in case 
of acquittal or conviction. 
...Guarantees to that effect 
are necessary” He said 
Libya did not recognise the 
agreement between Britain 
and the Netherlands on the 
trial nor the UN. Security 
Council resolution endors- 
ing it 

“We reject the agreement 
signed by Britain and the 
Netherlands because it con- 
cern’s Libya’s sons, and 
Libya has not signed it and 
is not a party to it,” Qadhafi 
said. He termed the U.N. 


Security council resolution 
“null and void” and added 
that “Libya does not accept 
it.” His remarks were moni- 
tored by the BBC in Lon- 
don. 

In Edinburgh, Scotland, 
defence lawyer Alistair 
Duff said Qadhafi appeared 
to be saying tbat “in princi- 
pal. the idea of a trial... is 
not unacceptable." He 
added: “But [he means] that 
there need to be clear guar- 
antees and assurances about 
the risk of extradition — 
passing the two accused on 
to some other country.” 
Duff noted that defence 
attorneys made similar 
statements last week. 

In London, a spokesman 
for the Foreign Office said 
Britain “was happy to clari- 
fy any technical or legal 
details.” but said this should 
be done through the United 
Nations and not the media. 
He spoke on customary 
condition of anonymity. 

The U.N. resolution calls 
for lifting trade sanctions 
once the suspects are trans- 
ferred to the Netherlands. 

The sanctions, imposed in 
1992 to try to force Qadhafi 
to hand over the suspects, 
ban air travel to and from 
the country, bar weapons 
sales, freeze some assets 
abroad and limit the sale of 
oil equipment. 

Qadhafi on Saturday 
praised five visiting African 
leaders for flying to Tripoli 
in violation of the sanc- 
tions. The Organisation of 
African Unity earlier this 
year said it would no longer 
abide by the sanctions 
when travel was required 
for humanitarian activities 
or official business. 

“They stepped on the 


American sanctions... with 
their dark feet,” Qadbafi 
said of the African leaders. 

Qadbafi. dressed in tan 
fatigues and seated behind 
a podium, spoke to thou- 
sands assembled in 
Tripoli’s downtown Mar- 
tyr’s Square. 

He was flanked by 
African presidents includ- 
ing Sudan's Omar A1 
Bashir, Chad's Idriss Deby, 
Niger's Ibrahim Bare 
Mainassara, Mali’s Alpha 
Oumar Konare and the 
Central African Republic's 
Ange-Felix Patasse. 

Sunday. Eritrean Presi- 
dent Isaias Afwerki flew to 
Tripoli in violation of the 
sanctions. 

The ceremony marked the 
29th anniversary of the 
coup that brought Qadhafi 
to power in 1969. Saturday 
also marked the 20th 
anniversary of the Libyan 
Armed Labourers Day. 

Libya has been calling for 
trial in a third, “neutral” 
country for the Lockerbie 
suspects on grounds they 
could not receive a fair trial 
in the United States and 
Britain. 

Last month, Washington 
and London — which had 
long insisted that any trial 
be on their territories — 
relented and said it would 
accept a trial in the Nether- 
lands with Scottish judges 
and under Scottish law. 

Qadhafi earlier ‘had said 
be wanted further negotia- 
tions to provide “guaran- 
tees” for the suspects' safe 
custody and fair trial. 
Washington and London 
say the offer is non-nego- 
tiable. 


Kuwait frees suspects in 
U.S. embassy threat 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait 
has freed three Indian nation- 
als who were detained on sus- 
picion they wrote a note 
threatening a bomb attack on 
the U.S. embassy in the 
Philippines, the interior min- 
istry said Sunday. 

The note was found Tues- 
day aboard an Emirates flight 
that landed in Kuwait from 
Dubai in the United Arab 
Emirates. The three men were 
passengers on the flight 

Kuwaiti investigators col- 
lected handwriting samples 
from the passengers, and 
those of the three Indians; ini- 
tially appeared to be similar to 


that on the note, said Colonel 
Bader Saleh, spokesman for 
the interior ministry. 

Saleh said the men were 
released Friday after it was 
found their handwriting did 
not match. 

He declined to identity' the 
men or say if they were Gulf 
workers. 

No other arrests have been 
made. Saleh said. 

The unsigned note, which 
was written in English and 
found in a toilet of the aircraft, 
said tire U.S. embassy in 
Manila would be bombed on 
Sept. 4. The threat led to 
heightened security measures 


at the embassy. 

Washington had closed 
some of its diplomatic mis- 
sions and increased security 
at others since last month’s 
twin bombings of its 
embassies in Kenya and Tan- 
zania. More than 250 people 
were killed and some 5,000 
injured. 

Anti-American sentiments 
rose in the Middle East and 
Islamic countries after the 
United States retaliated with 
missile strikes on a Sudanese 
factory and suspected 
Islamists training camps in 
Afghanistan. 


Mideast peace process remains mired in crises on its fifth anniversary 


HEBRON (AP.) —When Yasser Aia&t. the former Palestinian guer- 
riliachiet shook hands with Yitzhak Rabin, rhe Israeli ex-general on 
the White House lawn five years ago, their act of courage held die 
promise of ending of Arab- Israeli Woodshed and hatred. 

Tbday, that icon of peacemaking on Sept. 13, 1993, is tarnished 
and abraded by broken promises, violence and deepening suspicions 
that overshadow real changes in the daily lives of Pales tinians and 
Isafiis. 

Fey Palestinians, the peace process brought self-rule in all major 
cities Of the West Rank and Gaza Strip. Gone are Israeli army jeeps, 
curfews and night time raids. In their place are mundane symbols of 
normalcy: park benches, traffic lights, cafes, public telephones, reli- 
able trash collection. 

for Israelis; it has meant fewer days in uniform for citizen- soldiers 
in the narrow, twisting alleys of fetid refugee camps. It also brought 
ac C6pcance in tbe Arab Wrirld at large, one thai held rhe promise of 
a broader peace aod irew economic opportunity. 

Tbe peace accord negotiated in Oslo, Norway, was never eovi- 
SK®ed as an overall settlement, only as a way to get started. The coi- 
tal concept was a step-by-step approach that would steadily build 
confidence and encourage compsomise. 

But the peace process has been stuck for 18 months. Israel has 
failed to meet deadlines for handing over mere West Bank land, and 
fears are increasing that the two sides are heading for a mayor coo- 
fooiatioo if Axsfat makes good on a promise to declare an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state next May when the interim peace accord 
apites. 

Nowhere are tensions more deeply fek than in Hebron, a West 
Bank city of 130,000 people where Israel still controls the city cen- 
tre and large numbers of its soldiers protect a few hundred Jewish 
settlers. Prime Minister Baiyainin Netanyahu’s government turned 
over SG’pex cent of the city to Palestinian control in January 1997, 
I®t Isaeti soldiers and Palestinian stocethrowas clash regularly. 

Jewish settlers have gone on several rampages, attacking cars. 


overturning vegetable carts and kicking and pushing Palestinians 
who cross in front of their houses. 

•*We live between the rocks and the shots," said Asad A1 Asali. who 
sells blue jeans and long Arabic dresses with intricately sewn designs 
from jus shop on tbe line dividing the Palestinian-run and Isradi- 
ocaipied sectors. 

A1 Asali said he is somewhat pleased with the peace process. 

He said Palestinians got some of die land they want, referring to 
the 27 per ceni of tbe West Bank and nearly all of dbe Gaza Strip aw 
controlled by tbe Palestinian National Authority, and noted some 
refugees have been able to return as a result of the Oslo accord 

Bur tbe Jewish settlers who remain among tbe Palestinians are a 
problem. A1 Asali said. “If we are strong, they wffl go," be said. “If 
they Say, we will not be Me to have peaca” The latest violence in 
Hebron erupted last month after a prominent rabbi. Shlomo Raanan, 
was killed as he slept in his mobile home. Israeli authorities said they 
believed his assailant escaped into the Palestinian autonomy zone. 

Such arcades ar e at toe heart of Netanyahu's problem with the 
peace process he was bequeathed. He demands that Palestinian offi- 
cials hand over muider suspects, disarm mzlieaiy groups like Hamas 
and end the “revolving door” of arrest and release for Islamists. 

Netanyahu, who pointedly avoided fifth anniversary ceremonies in 
Oslo, also complains bitterly that Arafat has not reined in threats of 
violence and hate speech fay Palestinian officials and media. 

And to show hs sincerity about peace, the Palestinian National 
Council must remove the 26 articles of the PLO charter That call for 
Israel’s destruction, Netanyahu says. 

“Can you imagine the "impact on Israeli public opinion?' asked 
David Bar-Wan, a top Netanyahu adviser. “Nothing would signal 
more clearly that they will seek peace in peaceful ways." 

Ahmad Qourera, also known as Abu Alaa, the chief Palestinian 
negotiator at Oslo, puts tbe blame on the other side. 

He said the.most serious failing of the peace process is chat Israel 
did not deliver on its premises — not only 00 troop withdrawals but 


on lesser issues such as a pore and airport for Palestinians. 

“And so we have lost two years of tbe five years in putting on a 
show of negotiations for the television cameras, a creation of this 
Israeli government of wasting time,” said Qoureia, now head of tbe 
elected Palestinian Legislative Council. 

Hassan Asfbur. also a member of tbe Palestinian negotiating team, 
said the problem was not tbe peace process but Netanyahu, who had 
ruled out compromise on vital issues such as the future of occupied 
Jerusalem, tbe return of refugees and Palestinian statehood. 

“We tried our best to solve tbe issues, but tbe Israeli side jusi 
played with time. We will put an end to this game," Asfour said. 


PNA COMPLAINTS 

ACCORDING TO Palestinian National Authority, Israel 
is violating peace accord by: 

— Expanding Jewish settlements and building new set- 
tlements, expropriating land and building bypass roads 
that change status of West Bank, Gaza Strip and occupied 
east Jerusalem. 

— Preventing Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza Strip 
from travelling to occupied east Jerusalem, revoking resi- 
dency pennits of Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem, clos- 

! mg offices and blocking Palestinian census in city. ^ 
I — Failing to dissolve Israeli military government in, 
jWest Bank. \ 

1 — Jailing Palestinians without trial or due process. 1 

— Denying safe passage for vehicles and goods between I 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

— Preventing Palestinian-operated airport and seaport; 
restricting trade with Arab countries. . 

— Refusing to implement three troop pullbacks in West 
Bank by deadline of September 1 997. • 


He said (be Israelis could negotiate with ihe new Palestinian state 
when it is declared in May. 

Joseph Alpher of the American Jewish Committee said tbe peace 
agreement had been oversold by its supporters, creating a backlash 
among the Israeli public when Palestinian Islamists carried out a 
series of suicide bombings in Israel 
The accord also failed to bring reconciliation at tbe grassroots 
level be said. 

“By and large, tbere’s been no change in everyday interactions,” he 
said “Oslo failed to instil confidence and misi between (be two peo- 
ples.” 

ISRAELI COMPLAINTS 

ACCORDING TO Israeli prime minister’s office, Pales- 
tinian National Authority is violating accord by: 

— Failing to confiscate illegal arms and to disarm and 
disband Islamists like Hamas. 

— Refusing to extradite suspected Palestinian Islamists 
to Israel. 

— Inciting violence against Israel, including calls for 
holy war. 

— Failing to amend Palestine Liberation Organisation 
covenant to remove 26 clauses calling for destruction of 
Israel. 

— Exceeding limit of 24.000 armed Palestinian police 
officers by at least 10,000. 

— Opening fire on Israeli forces in September 1996, 
when 15 Israelis were killed. 

— Operating Palestinian National Authority offices in 
occupied Jerusalem and conducting foreign relations 
abroad. 
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Israel gripped by 
public sector strike 


TEL AVIV t AFP) — Israel 
was gripped by widespread 
industrial action again on 
Sunday as 300.000 state 
workers resumed a strike 
which has also left 1 .5 mil- 
lion schoolchildren on 
extended summer vacation. 

The strike action, which 
started with teachers refus- 
ing to attend school last 
Tuesday, is costing the 
economy SI 3 million a day. 
economists said. 

The strike spread across 
the public sector Thursday 
to affect ministries, water 
and electricity distribution, 
tax collection, posts and 
telecoms, hospitals, cus- 
toms, the courts, refineries, 
pons and railways. 

Relations between work- 
ers and the government 
have been made more tense 
by an austerity-dominated 
draft budget, presented to 
the cabinet Sunday. 

The draft budget for the 
coming year boosts military 
spending but foresees cuts 
in welfare spending and 
limitations on the right to 
strike. 

The Histadrut trade union 
is demanding across-the- 
board pay increases of eight 
per cent for public sector 
workers while the govern- 
ment has proposed hikes of 


no more than 1.25 per cent. 

The union is also claiming 
extra pay for teachers when 
they take pupils on field- 
trips and a 25 per cent hike 
in headteachers' salaries. 

The limi tation on the right 
to strike proposed by 
Finance Minister Yaacov 
Neeman is proving to be a 
red rag to a bull. 

Neeman is arguing that 
the strikes should be 
declared in future illegal if 
unions do not obtain the 
approval of 50 per cent of 
employees concerned. 

“This aggressive and anti- 
democratic proposal is a 
declaration of war which is 
creating a fissure between 
the government and work- 
ers.” said Amir Peretz, sec- 
retary general of Histadrut 
Peretz, who was due to 
meet Neeman later Sunday, 
has threatened to step up the 
strike by extending action to 
Tel Aviv's Ben Gurion 
international airport 
Dalia Rabin-Filosof, a 
Histadrut lawyer, accused 
the government of “not 
negotiating seriously with 
strikers whose demands 
were tabled more than a 


year ago. 

“We want to get an 
increase in salaries of work- 
ers at the lower end of the 


spectrum and to halt the 
massive increase in the 
number of employees on 
temporary or special con- 
tracts.” she said. 

The government has 
ordered workers in the cus- 
toms authority, national 
insurance and the weapons 
research centre Raphael to 
return to work, a union 
source said. 

Independently of the pub- 
lic sector, street cleaners in 
Tel Aviv have also been tak- 
ing unlimi ted strike action 
since Thursday. The streets 
of the largest city in Israel 
have quickly turned into a 
large rubbish dump. 

This setback on the social 
front has accompanied 
political difficulties for 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Several ministers in his 
coalition government have 
been complaining that they 
have not been consulted 
over alleged secret contacts 
between Netanyahu and the 
Palestinians, Israeli radio 
reported. 

His partners on the 
extreme right are threaten- 
ing to walk out of the gov- 
ernment if the talks lead to 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
more of the West Bank, the 
radio said. 


‘Qadhafi 
friend tried 
to buy 
Israeli 


company’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
Lebanese-American busi- 
nessman close to Libyan 
President Muammar Qadhafi 
tried to take over a major 
Israeli fuel company, the 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz 
reported Sunday. 

Roger Tamraz, a dose 
friend of Qadhafi, attempted 
to take control of the Israeli 
firm Sonol by taking over 
divisions of its parent compa- 
ny Granit Hacarmel. 

Tamraz told the paper he 
had intended to take over the 
company in order to sell it 
some two million tonnes of 
petroleum products annually. 
Tamraz made his fortune in 
the oil business. 

He said be was prepared to 
invest up to $200 million, but 
backed off after what he 
called only preliminary con- 
tacts with the company. 

Tamraz. a naturalised 
American citizen whose par- 
ents are of Lebanese origin, 
was involved in a campaign 
finance scandal linked to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. He 
gave $300,000 to the Democ- 
ratic Pam 1 to gain access to 
Clinton, the paper said. 


Israel grants water 
concessions to PNA 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
said on Sunday it has given 
the Palestinians the all-clear 
to drill 17 artesian wells in 
the West Bank to overcome 
chronic water shortages 
afflicting the area. 

“We have agreed to a 
Palestinian Authority plan 
drawn up a just over 10 
days ago to overcome the 
most urgent water shortage 
problems in the - region," 
said Shlomo Dror, coordi- 
nator for Israeli actvities in 
the occupied territories. 

Dror told AFP that teams 
of Israeli and Palestinian 
experts had repaired faults 
in distribution networks in 
the Jenin and Bethlehem 
areas, and made plastic con- 
tainers available to Pales- 
tinians living in Hebron. 


one of the hardest hit dis- 
tricts. 

The Palestinians lashed 
out at Israel last month, 
accusing it of failing to 
meet commitments on 
water supply and rejecting 
Israeli charges that waste 
and theft are the root cause 
of the shortages. 

The Palestinians complain 
that each summer they suf- 
fer from water shortages in 
the West Bank while Jewish 
settlements have abundant 
supplies. 

Under interim autonomy 
accords, Israel agreed to 
provide a certain amount of 
water each year to the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip but the 
Palestinians say supplies 
fall well short of the com- 


mitments. 


Kuwaiti defence 
minister in Cairo 


CAIRO (AFP) — Kuwait's defence minister. Sheikh Salem 
Sabah A1 Sal am A1 Sabah, arrived here Sunday for a 24- 
hour visit during which he is to hold talks with Arab 
League Secretary General Esmat Abdul Meguid. 

Sheikh Salem told reporters the talks with the Arab 
League chief would focus on “the question of Kuwaiti pris- 
oners held by Iraq" since the 1990 Iraqi invasion of the 
emirate. 

Sheikh Salem heads a Kuwaiti committee tasked with 
determining the fate of the prisoners. 



Iraq 

threatens 

‘necessary 


action’ if 


FATEH MEMBERS RECEIVE TRAINING: Palestinian youths Sunday display the loading and firing of weapons 
during a graduation ceremony after completing a 45-day military course at Deir A1 Balah refugee ca mp in the 
Gaza Strip. About 130 volunteers from the Fateh youth organisation received intensive military training on the 
use of military arms (Reuters photo) 


Iran’s art collection coming out of cellar 


TEHRAN (AP) — Like buried treasure, 
scores of original works by Picasso. Gau- 
guin, Renoir and other Western masters 
have lain hidden in the vaults of a museum 
in Iran for nearly 20 years. 

But for the first time since the 1979 Iran- 
ian revolution, die rich collection that reads 
like a who's who of Western art is expect- 
ed to go on display early nexi yean 

The paintings and sculptures were 
ordered collected for the state by the Iran- 
ian Monarch Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi and his wife Farah Diba dining the 
oil boom of the 1970s. 

But when the shah was overthrown by 
the revolution, most pieces at the purpose- 
built Museum of Contemporary Arts were 
locked away by the new government, 
which thumbed its nose at all things West- 
ern. 

The collection has remained in the 
museum's vaults, while the galleries above 
are filled with kitsch revolutionary art and 
Islamic pieces. 

Only works by Iranian masters and a 
half-dozen lithographs by Picasso. Chagall 
and Miro are displayed from the old col- 
lection. 

The exhibits draw few visitors, even on 
weekends. 

But the May 1997 election of a new Iran- 
ian president lias brought sweeping politi- 
cal changes, affecting attitudes about near- 
ly everything — including an. 

A former minister of culture. President 
Mohammad Khatami has rescued Iran's 
an scene from years of isolation, even 
encouraging cultural exchanges with the 
United States, considered Iran's arch- 
enemy by hard-line revolutionaries. 

At the Museum of Contemporary Arts, u 


new curator is busy readying galleries 
where works by the likes of Kandinsky, 
Monet Pissarro, Braque. Toulouse- 
Lautrec, Pollock and pop art icon Andy 
Warhol will be shown. 

“New facilities currently being built to 
display our treasury of Western art should 
be ready by the end of this year, and so by 
early 1999 the galleries should be open to 
the public.” said Alireza Sami Azat the 
curator. 

He said that some works are even being 
loaned abroad. A Gauguin was recently 
sent for an exhibition in Switzerland of tire 
French master's works. 

Despite new attitudes, however, some 
prized possessions will remain locked up. 
Displaying nudes or semi-nudes would 
run into laws requiring women to be 
draped from head to foot whenever they 
venture outdoors. 

Even a bronze statue of a woman water- 
ing crops ar the museum's main entrance 
has not escaped the Islamic rules. She now 
wears a scarf, crudely added in bronze 
after the revolution. 

Nearby. Swiss sculptor Max Bill's 
bronze of a dancing woman was spared 
similar zeal, probably because the abstract 
figure-eight magically transforms into a 
graceful dancer only when viewed from a 
certain angle. 

Since the revolution, that sculpture and a 
few others scattered around the museum’s 
manicured lawn are the only hint of what’s 
locked up inside. Few passersby recognise 
the sculptures as works by Henry Moore. 
Alexander Calder and Alberto Giacometti. 

In (he revolution and its tumultuous 
aftermath, many rare Iranian antiquities 
and art works woe smuggled out of Iran 


and sold to wealthy clients in Europe, the 
United States and Asia. 

But the museum's collection remained 
largely intact, locked up in a climate-con- 
trolled vault 

“If you consider the turmoil of the revo- 
lution, and how pieces in the collection 
could have been defaced, destroyed or 
stolen in that chaos, then locking them up 
was the best thing that could have hap- 
pened.” said Iranian art lover Shahriar Adi. 

But AdL who has made a hobby of 
recovering stolen Iranian art, knows that 
not every item in the collection is still in 
Iran. 

Four years ago Adi arranged the 
exchange ofWUlem de Kooning’s Woman 
ID, the third canvas in a series of six, for an 
ancient Persian manuscript 

The de Kooning, later bought by U.S. 
entertainment executive David Gefien, 
was traded for the Shahnameh, or Book of 
Kings. In exquisite detail, the work illus- 
trates the accession to the throne of Shah 
Tahmasp of Persia in 1524. 

Iran got most of the manuscript — 
acknowledged as one of the world’s great 
masterpieces — but Adi said previous 
owners had ripped out and sold some 
pages piecemeal. 

The Shahnameh was acquired in a trade 
because no one in revolutionary Iran could 
advocate buying a wo rk of an, even a piece 
of Iranian history. An arbitrary price of $20 
million was placed both on the de Kooning 
and the Shahnameh. 

“One reason we exchanged the de Koon- 
ing was because it was badly done and was 
fulling apart" said Adi. ‘The other was that 
the nude couldn't be shown in Iran any- 


way. 


sanctions 

remain 


12 Kurdish rebels killed in Turkey despite offered ceasefire 


ANKARA (AFP) — Twelve member? 
of the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) were 
killed by Turkish security forces in the 
past week, officials said — despite a 
ceasefire declared by the armed separatist 
oiganisation. 

The administration of Divarbakir, 


which oversees the fight against the PKK 
in its homeland in Turkey's southeast, 
said eight of the rebels were killed in an 
operation in Van province, while the four 
other? were killed in other sweeps close 
to the Iraqi and Syrian borders. 

Ankara rejected the unilateral ceasefire 


announced by PKK leader Abdullah 
Oealan which look effect Sept 1 and was 
to run to next April, saying the separatist 
group was a “terrorist organisation" with 
no role as a political negotiator. 

There was no immediate comment 
from the PKK on the announced deaths 


of its members. 

__ However, in an interview with fbe pro- 
Kurdish Ulkede Gunderri newspaper 
published Sunday, Oealan said his group 
“will wait a few more weeks to under- 
stand" the Turkish government's 
response to the ceasefire. 
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16-J0 Doc. — Last Frontiers % 0rthodox 

17:00 ..French Programme — Thalassa Church TeL477 1 751. 
ic.nn c -iv Amman International Church 
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will prevail with temperatures ris- 
ing slightly and winds northwest- 
erly moderate. In Aqaqba. it will 
be hot. winds northerly moderate 
to active, and seas calm. 


Mui/Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba. 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


- 19/34 

25/39 

18/36 

...>..-24/39 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32 Aqaba 38 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent 
Aqaba 27 percent 


Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi 48947S8 

Firas pharmacy 25661912 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 5347632 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy _... 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

IRBID: 

De Gbazi Ta'omneh ....250080 

Al Quds pharmacy .< — ) 

ZARQA: 

De Samir Lsrwzf .989601 

Khalifch pharmacy .985417 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

AbdaliTci. Repairs. 5661 101 

Jordan TcJcvisi 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority ....5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...5SI56J5 

Electric Power Cr» —.463638 1 

RJ Flight Iidorrriation....44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ....44-532(10 


HOSPITALS 


Zaiqa Govt Hospital (09198.1323 

Zanqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)99099 

IRBID: 

Princess Bsisma Hospital 

(021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


Following are the highest temper- 
atures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloun 21 


EMERGENCIES 


Jera&h 33 

UmQays ..... — 34 

Madaba 

Pfctra 35 

Dead Sea — — 39 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative warm weather conditions 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul WahabAwad .5346070 

Dc KhafidAbdo .4657129 

Dr. Bassam Karadsbeb .4389200 


Food Control Centre .46371 1 1 

Gvil Defence D^xmmcnt 
— 5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue ftjfice 192. 4621 1 1 1. 4637777 

F\re Brigade- .4617101 

Blood Bank- .4775121 

Highway Police, 5343402 

Traffic Police— .....4896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints -....5605800 

Price Complaints 5661176 

V^&Swfrj^Cbrnplanp: 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

. — - .4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance) 121 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

Surgery -5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli -.——5066131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre .—5856856 

Luzmila -4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. .4644281/6 

Akjlch Maternity .4642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas, J. .Amman 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani —..$60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669 1 3 1 

University Hospital ..,,...3353444 
A l-Muashcr Hospital ..5667227/9 

Al-AhlL Abdali 3664164/6 

Italian, A]-Muhajreen...4777 101/3 

AJ-Bashir.. .47751 1 1/26 

Array. Marica .4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ..3602240/50 
Amal Hospital .489161 1/15 

ZARQA; 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
f 44)53200-5, where it should 
always he verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). 


arrivals 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0&Q5 -Sanaa (RJ) 

0930 Jeddah (RJ) 


0930 .......Damascus (RJ) 


09:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

1030 Dubai. Abu Dhabi f.RJ) 

10:55 Beirut (RJ) 

17:00 . — Cairo (RJ) 

1730 London (RJ) 

17:40 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:45 — Kuwait(RJ) 

JV; 40 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

23:20 ....New Delhi (add* (RJ) 
00:15 ... Bangkok. Shariqah (RJ) 
03:55 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur i RJ j 

Other Flights 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

14:10 - -Bahrain (GF) 

1 Vienna (OS) 

15:40 Doha(QR) 

15:45 Khanoum (SD) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:05 -. Frankfurt (LH) 

19:45 Dubai (EK) 

20:30 Kuwait (add) (KU) 

22:15 Istanbul (SD) 

22:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

0130 Amsterdam, Damascus (EK) 

Royal Wing* l RW) 

10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marita Airoon) 
IRW) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving or Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

22:15 Tcl Aviv (arriving at 

QAIA) (RW) 

2335 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

I 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights | 

07:15 .Beirut (RJ) 1 

08:00 Dtotnan, New Delhi (add) (RJ) i 
11:45 ....-Frankfurt, London (RJ) ' 
12:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) ! 

1230 IstanbuJ (RJ) ! 

12:45 .Kuwait (RJ) I 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

21:15 -B ahrain, Doha (RJ) j 

21:40 —Damascus (RJ ; 

22:05 — . -Dubai, Muscat (RJ) ! 
22:25 ...Al 'Ain, Abu Dhabi (W) | 

2335 Tehran (RD j 

23:45 ... .Sanaa (RJ); 

0030 Tuzor (Tunisia) (add) (RJ)] 

Other Flights i 

°6:15 -...Istanbul (TP) ! 

0635 .... 1 jrpaca (CY) ■ 

0730 .Jurist AF)| 

08:20 —Lootkx) (AF) • 

1130 .........Cairo (MS) 

15:00 .Bahrain (GR' 

1530 Vienna (OS) . 

1630 Doha(QR); 

16:45 Istanbul (SD); 

20:00 Beirut (ME); 

20:45 -DutoifEKV 

21:45 ...... Kuwait (add) (KU)- 

23:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) | 

23:15 Khartoum (SD) 

0230 -..—.^....Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:00 Aqaba (from Maria Akixtf) 
(RW) i 

0930 Aqaba (from Marita Airport) 
(RW) 

20:45 Tel Aviv (finm QAIA) (RW • 
2130 -Aqaba (from QAIA) (#*0 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — An Iraqi 
newspaper that reflects the 
views of the ruling Baath Ptoy 
warned Sunday that Iraq will 
take “necessary action’' if the 
UN- Security Council does 
not lift punishing trade sanc- 
tions. 

The front-page editCHial in Al 
Thawra did not say what action 
was contemplated. 

The paper also reacted angri- 
ly to an American and British 
draft resolution introduced to 
the Security Councfl last week. 

It calls for suspension of reg- 
ular sanctions reviews until 
Iraq reverses its Aug. 5 deci- 
sion to freeze cooperation with 
UJ<. weapons inspectcxs. 

The sanctions — which ban 
air travel and Hunt the sale of 
oil Iraq's economic mainstay 
— were imposed after Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait The 
Security Council has said they 
will not be lifted until UN. 
inspectors certify that Iraq has 
eliminated its weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Iraq insists that it has done 9o 
and says the inspectors have 
been working to prolong the 
sanctions on behalf of tbs 
United States. 

Al Thawra accused the 
Security Council of ignoring 
its statements, saying the coun- 
cil “does not find an issue to 
discuss but an Amarican- 
British draft resolution aimed 
at the suspension of. foe 
bimonthly reviews of sanc- 
tions.'’ The papa" added: “If 
foe Security Council succumbs 
a g?m to the American black- 
maiL - tire lealerchip and foe 
people have no choice but to 
take the necessary action con- 
ferred by its legal rights, 
national interests, • indepen- 
dence and national pride." 

The paper said the threat of 
suspending reviews “will not 
make Iraq back down of its 
demands-, as long as the sanc- 
tions continue without a bint 
from the Security Council 
which shows an end to the 
sanctions is within sight” 

The paper asserted that foe 
UJV. Special Commission, 
which oversees weapons 
inspections, “receives its 
instructions from Iraq’s ene- 
mies.'' Iraq has long contended 
that the commission operates 
at foe behest of the United 
States and Britain to prolong 
foe sanctions. - 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 7, 1998 


ece ssarv 
Sion’ if 
^fictions 
smain 

GHDaD i.\p, 
vs P a P er thai 

£ "nece^san S.^!H 
M. Securin' r?? iffe 

ascontecwiaai 
T 1 * Paper dsote, 

*9 m An ^nc^^ 
aftresolutk,, in^ 

iar sanctions re** • 

^au & ;5 

‘".'peenn* 
l ns sanction;, — 

^ ravel ardli^^ 
)il, Iraq > «*«** iW 
“A^ raicy^ ^ 

Seojra> L.-u^^ 

«-tD not he lifted 
raspeoors . 

desiruaior.. 

lraqin.-.L'i**ai;| l3j } s . 
and sa>' the ia%peaa«t 
been working m 
sanction.- .* behalf^ 
United Susies 
A1 Ttiua^j 1 
Security C «um) <y !5c ’ 
its saierr-r-iv rjyinsdQ. 
ci) "dtc- n*.»r Hid a a; 
discus- nj a 
British rts^a a 

oWHCG Of fe 
r Me*- j gn 


ai *uk- 

bimor.ir:'; _ 

titans. - ' The typstiktl 
the Security C 
again ■.:• \ntna\faj 

mail.. 'Sr. rJr>hipad; 
people r^-i ':, .htwta. 
take the ’r.r\% 3 > -.flOO’ 
farce ;» tsd l 
[ nation^ -T-rr*. iii 
denwjr-.'-a-Ki'pndf 
The r~e: vii ekee 
suspe:?-.': roe*; "«J 
make i-..e r--»- 
denier:-!- - viciteti 
news - .'O'.ur A1 .cv>i^ 
fen --••• Scon?} £* 
which v'. .0 j. na ?» 
SBKSvr,- - AlffiLl *31 
The r-A-r -'*tw e- 
V N ■sre,’’.- ConEEi 

which ^ 

in5pcv- > . 
instnw"-> ~‘ r ' ^ 

wj*." - .r._ ".i* ’•'nv-‘ 3BS 

ITjr 



d ceasefire 


\- r A 


■AlCiff' 

-o- 

n idJW 
ian.ijp* 

.r. 31 ^ 


RTl* 5 


■" ' pvt* 

Ro? af>rcbni^' w ^ 


iJ 

it 

J* 

Ji 

Ji 

Jl 

U> 

U< 

O'l 

O) 

iUf 

Rfi 


07:1^ 

03:(W 

11:45 

lM» 

12:30 

12:^ 

13 : 1 ? 

21:15 

21:40 

22.*05 

■»'*:25 

23:25 

23:-&5 

00*30 


,v- i 
L^' 1 

iorf 

•a* 1 ! 

.. .„.■;• t* 

r " p/C>' 

. ... M’>* 




are 5 


,1Si 

5F) 

OS'! 

SDt 

»4B 

LH> 

£K? 

KU‘ 

;SDt 

i'LYi 

0A1 

lEKTi 


}.\LA 

rpW' 




\\in^ 


V* - 

..0 


L> C 

.pe 

1 ^. 

I 

■ 

■ ^ 
S> f/ 
n? J 

P\: 

■ .. .-oV 

K ,'■• 
.,jty 





Major Jerash 
water source 
to reopen 
within two 
days’ — 
deputy 

By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — A major 
spring in Jerash that had 
deliberately been blocked 
by the Jerash Water 
Authority because of possi- 
ble contamination will be 
allowed to flow again as 
soda as the water has been 
found fit for human con- 
sumption, officials said 
Sunday. 

Deputy Salameh Hiari, 
bead of die Lower House's 
Water and Agriculture 
Committee, said the gov- 
ernment last week closed 
off Qirwan spring after it 
was discovered that waste- 
water had seeped into the 
spring, which provides 60- 
100 cubic metres per hour 
to the 30,000 residents of 
the Greco-Roman city. 

“Official tests conducted 
Saturday on the spring’s 
water were negative,” Hiari 
told the Jordan Times. 
“The spring will flow again 
within die next two days.” 
He added that some resi- 
dential areas, such as Souf 
Refugee Camp, are situated 
near water springs without 
being linked to the city’s 
wastewater network. 

“As a result, wastewater 
coming out of these areas 
seeps into water springs 
and causes- pollution.” 
Hiari explained. 

Deputy Riad Daoud, a 
member of the committee, 
blamed the problem on 
“improper administrative 
planning” and urged the 
government to link all parts 
of Jerash to the main 
wastewater network in 
Older tb' avoid such prob- 
.. 

*Tfe .head of the Jerash 
Wafer'" Department and 
other officials promised to 
solve the problem soon,” 
Daoud said. *T believe die 
problem was [partially] 
solved because some resi- 
dential areas near the 
spring were quickly linked 
to the treatment network.” 
Hiari said the committee 
will meet to discuss what 
action should be taken 
regarding die issue if any 
new developments occur. 


what's 

going 


FILM . 

* “Gerwrise” at the French 
Cultural Centre, Jabal Wab- 
deh at 6 - 30 pm. and 830 
pm 

LECTURE 

* “Ihe Arab National Securi- 
ty and die Twenty first Cen- 
tury” (in Arabic) by Dt 
Mousa Alawi at Abdul 
Hameed Shaman Founda- 
tion, Jabal Amman at 7:00 
pm 

13TH ITALIAN 
FILM WEEK 

* *Tvo il tatdivo (Slow Ivo) at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 pm 

* Two films entitled “Ivo il 
tardive” and “Cous Cous” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre on 
Tuesday Sept 8 a 5:00 pm 
and &00 pm respectively. 

daratalfunun 

SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98” cultural activi- 
ties at DaratAl Funun, Jabal 
^abdeh, to last until Sept 
30, include: 

.* fihn enririad “Arshile 
Oaky (1904-1948)” on 
Thursday at 630 pm. 
EXHOmONS 

* 50years of graphic art from 
Lebanon, and woks by Jor- 

artist Sabel Hiari at 
the Maia House. 

* Wbks by Iraqi artist Samer 
Usama and by Jordanian 
artist Said Haddadin at the 
Blue House. 

* Installation w orks by Jar* 

daaian artist Sarnia Taru at 
ihe Byzantine Qiurch. 



^fanoiy of a pbee” by Jor- 
tianian artist Hussein Da'seh 
at the Museum. 



PRINCESS SARVATH RECEIVES TURKISH PM’S WIFE: HRH Princess Sar- 
on Sunday talks with Berna Yilmaz, wife of lUridsh Prime Minister Mesut 
Yitmaz, who began an official visit to the Kingdom yesterday. Also attending the 
audience were the wives of Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh and Royal Court Chief 
Jawad Anani (Photo by Boghos) 


Trial of alleged student 
murderer postponed 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Sunday postponed 
until Thursday the case of 
19-year-old Sa’eed 

Qashash, a student accused 
of murdering 12 people 
including 11 family mem- 
bers, because the defendant 
did not appoint a defence 
lawyer. 

Qashash stood before the 
court tribunal and said he 
did not appoint a lawyer. 
The court then appointed a 
defence attorney for him 
and set the new date for 
later this week. 

According to authorities, 
Qashash confessed to 
killing his mother, father, 
other family members and 
his school friend, because 
“they were harassing him 
about his academic perfor- 
mance and because his 
family threatened to kick 
him out if he failed the 
Tawjihi (state-run "high 
school exams) for the sec- 
ond time.” 

The suspect lured his 
family members one after 
die other to the basement of 


the family house, and shot 
each of them while they 
had their backs to him. He 
then piled their bodies there 
and blocked its windows 
and door with bricks and 
cement, according to the 
prosecution’s charge sheet. 

The tribunal was presided 
over by Judge Mohammad 
Ajarmeh and was com- 
prised of Judges Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Issa Ham- 
dan. 

Rnfing on alleged ‘honour’ 
crime expected today 

Meanwhile, the same 
court is expected to issue a 
verdict today in the case of 
a 40-year-old man charged 
with killing his wife and 
four of his six children in 
Karak in May 1997, 
according to judicial 
sources. 

Awad Mohammad report- 
edly opened fire on his 
family shortly after mid- 
night on May 13. killing his 
35-year-old wife Samar 
Salah and his children 
Ahmad, seven, Basma, six, 
Sahar, 18 months and 


Ibrahim, three months. 

According to authorities, 
shortly after his arrest 
Mohammad told police that 
he killed his wife and chil- 
dren “to cleanse his fami- 
ly's honour” 

According to the prosecu- 
tion's charge sheet, the sus- 
pect, who had been married 
to Samar since 1987 and 
resided in several cities and 
countries, became suspi- 
cious of his wife’s conduct 
five years into their mar- 
riage. 

The charge sheet also 
stated that in mid- 1996, 
Mohammad plotted to kill 
his wife and children, 
whom he believed were not 
his, and purchased a gun. 

On the night of the mur- 
der, the defendant locked 
die doors of his house and 
opened fire on his wife and 
six children, toe charge 
sheet said. 

Police surgeons previous- 
ly testified in court that 
paternity tests performed 
on the child victims, who 
were all shot at close range, 
indicated that they were 
Mohammad’s children. 


Medical association examines 
doctors’ accreditation credentials 


By Saha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Medical Association is cur- 
rently evaluating the certifi- 
cates of nearly 20 member 
doctors seeking to obtain toe 
title of specialist in line with 
the society's regulations, offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

Jordan Medical Board 
(JMB) Secretary General Taw- 
fiq Loubani said the members 
in question were never regis- 
tered as specialists in toe asso- 
ciation, toils sparking a 16- 
year-old accreditation prob- 
lem. 

An eight-member commit- 
tee formed by the association 
last month is trying to solve the 
problem by evaluating their 
certificates. 

These doctors “obtained 
their specialist degrees before 
the Jdtian Medical Board was 
set up in 1982 and did not reg- 
ister in the association as spe- 
cialists,” said Loubani. 


■ “Before the law was issued, 
the association was authorised 
to grant doctors who obtained 
specialist degrees in toe coun- 
try or abroad toe title of spe- 
cialist if their certificates met 
Ae JMA regulations of 1977 
concerning professional tides.” 
Loubani told the Jordan Times. 

In 1982, toe medical board 
denied toe association toe 
authority to grant doctois the 
tide of specialist and asked 
them to sit for toe board exam, 
a decision that was effective 
until 1991. 

Loubani said specialists who 
were registered in tbe associa- 
tion before 19S2 were not 
affected by (he medical 
board's regulation. 

Meanwhile, Bassern 
Keswani, a member of the 
committee seeking to sort out 
toe certification problem, said 
the commission will bold sev- 
eral meetings to evaluate the 
certificates of the specialists. 
He said those who meet the 


conditions set in toe 1977 reg- 
ulations on professional titles 
would be granted their titles 
accordingly while those who 
fail to meet the requirements 
would remain general practi- 
tioners. 

‘These specialists were 
already practiring in the Jordan 
Urriveraiy Hospital, toe 
Health Ministry and toe Royal 
Medical Services, so it W3S not 
important to them to be regis- 
tered as specialists,” Keswani 
said. 

The eight-member commit- 
tee includes doctors from the 
Royal Medical Services, toe 
Jordan University Hospital 
and toe Health Ministry as 
weD as JMA doctors. 

Tf a doctor feds that be/she 
has been treated unfairly by tbe 
committee, then he/she can 
turn to another committee 
which is chaired by toe health 
minister in order to appeal but 
toe decision of this committee 
will be final.” Keswani said. 


Ministry halts financial assistance 
to ‘thousands of ineligible families’ 


By Ghadeer Taher 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Social Development has 
stopped monthly assistance 
to thousands of families 
after a survey found they do 
not qualify under the pro- 
gramme’s criteria, officials 
said Sunday. 

Social Development Min- 
ister Mohammad Mamser 
said toe ministry conducted 
a survey of toe 35,000 fam- 
ilies who were receiving 
monthly stipends of up to 
JD82 and discovered that 
thousands were ineligible 
to receive toe aid. 

But Mamser said that by 
the end of this year, toe 
number of fami li es that will 
be entitled to monthly assis- 
tance will reach 40,000 — 
an increase of around 5,000 
families over recent years. 


“We had social 
researchers enter each and 
every home of the 35,000 
families to assess whether 
they meet the criteria to 
receive assistance,’' said 
Mamser, explaining how 
toe ministry’s survey was 
carried oul 

“It was found out that 
some families are no longer 
eligible to receive assis- 
tance, and they were 
dropped from the pro- 
gramme,” said Mamser. He 
added that some house- 
holds have not been 
assessed in nearly 10 years, 
although toe minisuy 
requires an annual check. 

Mamser denied news 
reports that the ministry has 
temporarily suspended 
emergency cash aid provid- 
ed through the fund pend- 
ing a comprehensive policy 


review. 

But officials were quoted 
earlier as saying that a sus- 
pension was applied and 
will remain effective until 
the minisuy has re-exam- 
ined the current system to 
ensure a fair distribution of 
funds. 

Mamser has said that mil- 
lions of dinars spent last 
year on helping the coun- 
try’s poor were ‘Ineffec- 
tive” due mainly to toe lack 
of planning and coordina- 
tion between governmental 
and non-governmental 
organisations and toe pri- 
vate sector. 

“We are providing care 
for the poor, disabled, wid- 
ows, and orphans but we 
are not tackling the causes 
of poverty,” Mamser told 
the Jordan Times. 

He said 52 organisations. 


governmental, non- govern- 
mental, private sector and 
toe United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency, togeth- 
er spent JD140 million in 
social assistance pro- 
grammes benefiting nearly 
65,000 families. 

But he added that this was 
"not enough.” 

“A great deal of funds go 
where they should not,” 
Mamser said in an earlier 
interview. “Organisations 
implement programmes 
without taking into account 
priorities and pressing 
problems; there is repeti- 
tion and duplication of 
efforts.” 

According to ministry fig- 
ures, nearly 22 per cent of 
the population live in 
absolute poverty while S.9 
per cent are classified in 
abject poverty. 


Deputies speak out for senators 
retaining seats in new government 


By Fairouz Abu-Gfaazaleh 

AMMAN — The controver- 
sy stirred by the inclusion of 
four senators in toe new 
government has taken a new 
turn with deputies now pre- 
ferring that the minis ters 
retain toeir seats in toe Sen- 
ate. 

Tbe controversy started 
when deputies protested that 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh did not consult 
toe House prior to forming 
bis government, mandated 
on August 20. The deputies 
were also protesting tbe 
inclusion of senators but no 
deputies in the Cabinet 

After visiting His Majesty 
King Hussein in Washing- 
ton late last month, 
Tarawneh said toe King 
stressed the need far separa- 
tion of powers among toe 
branches of government 
• Deputies, however, 
changed their stand, fearing 
that such a move would set a 
precedent preventing them 
from becoming ministers in 
the future. 

"The pillars of democracy 
are based on toe separation 
of powers,” said Deputy 
Ghaleb Zou'bi, head of the 
Lower House Legal Com- 
mittee. “But this separation 
does not mean total isolation 
of these authorities from one 
another.” 

“Complete isolation of 
powers does not exist in 


practical terms, only in theo- 
ry,” he added. 

Zou’bi, who was in favour 
of the senators staying in the 
House, said toe Constitu- 
tion, since its ratification in 
1952. has allowed for tbe 
inclusion of parliamentari- 
ans in governments. 

The four senators in the 
Tarawneh government are: 
Taher Kanaan, minister of 
state for development 
affairs; Jawdat Sboul, minis- 
ter of justice; Tawfiq 
Khreishan, minister of 
municipal and rural affairs 
and the environment and 
Nayef Qadi, minister of 
interior. 

“ Including deputies in 
governments necessarily 
means having watchdogs 
monitoring its perfor- 
mance,” said House Speaker 
Sa’d Hayel Srourjn a recent 
press report 

Former Information Min- 
ister Ibrahim Izzeddin 
stressed that toe Constitu- 
tion allowed for the inclu- 
sion of deputies in toe exec- 
utive branch and said toe 
option should be left open. 

‘T think the senators 
should keep their posts ” he 
said. “The precedent of this 
administrative decision 
could affect the constitu- 
tional prerogative.” 

But according to Minister 
of Administrative Develop- 
ment and Parliamentary 
Affairs Bassam Emoush, 


holding dual offices has its 
own shortcomings. 

“In toe current circum- 
stances, I am in favour of 
toe complete separation of 
powers, so that Parliament 
can fulfil its role in monitor- 
ing the government and 
holding it accountable for its 
actions,” said Emoush, who 
served as an Islamist deputy 
in toe 12th Parliament. 

He added that due to toe 
inclusion of deputies in the 
government at that time, 
there was an imbalance in 
priorities. 

“Deputies felt obliged to 
pass certain legislation in 
Parliament because they 
were Cabinet members,” he 
said 

According to Emoush, toe 
four senators have submit- 
ted toeir resignations from 
the Upper House to Presi- 
denti.^Zeid Rifai. Be said 
Rife indicated he would lis- 
ten to deputies’ opinions on 
tbe matter before taking a 
decision on whether to 
accept the resignations or 
not. 

Many governments in the 
past included deputies. Both 
former Prime Ministers 
Taher Masri and Abdul 
Karim Kabariti were mem- 
bers of the House when they 
formed their governments in 
1992 and 1996 respectively. 
Kabariti had 22 deputies in 
his government while Masri 
had 12. 


Italian Film Week opens tonight 


By Randa Naffa 

AMMAN — The 13 to Italian 
Film Week opens today at the 
main theatre of toe Royal Cul- 
tural Centre with a total of five 
films on toe bill for Amman 
audiences, according (d Italian 
Ambassador Francesco 
Catulli 

The proceeds of Film Week, 
which is organised by toe Ital- 
ian Embassy arid the Ministry 
of Culture, will go to Al Hus- 
sein Society for the Rehabili- 
tation of the Physically Chal- 
lenged, according to the 
embassy. 

Cerulh said Film Week 
marks a further reflection of 
toe continuing deep and 


strong relations between Jor- 
dan and Italy. 

Tbe event is laimcted under 
the patronage of HRH 
Princess Majda Ra’d. presi- 
dent of toe society, who con- 
veyed hope that toe funds 
raised would enable the soci- 
ety to extend educational, 
rehabilitative and vocational 
services to hundreds of Jorda- 
nians with physical disabili- 
ties. 

Tbe five Italian films fea- 
tured this week will be subti- 
ded in English, and tickets 
will be sold at JD2 for adults 
and JD1 for students. Each 
film will premiere at 8 pm on 
one night and vrill be repeated 
tire next evening at 5 pm 


The week starts tonight at 8 
pm with “Slow Ivo,” direct- 
ed by Alessandro Benvenuto 
On Tuesday, toe embassy will 
show ‘Cous Cous,” by 
Umberto Spinazzola, on 
Wednesday Tsona” by Mau- 
rizio Hume, on Thursday 
“Festival” by the famous 
director Pupi Avati, and on 
Saturday “The Great Pump- 
kin,” directed by Francesca 
Arehibugl 

Film Week is part of a cul- 
tural agreement signed 
between Jordan and Italy in 
1975 and has been renewed 
every three years. It allows 
Jordanian audiences to experi- 
ence some of the latest Italian 
films. Ceralli added 


Water 

Authority 

begins 

JD4.6m 

wastewater 

plant 

expansion 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Water Authority has begun a 
JD4.6 milli on expansion pro- 
ject at the Bakaa wastewater 
treatment station to boost its 
capacity, an official said Sun- 
day. 

Abdul Wahab Malar; bead 
of toe authority's sanitation 
department, said the one-year 
project is being financed by 
funds provided for in a proto- 
col signed with France in 
1995. 

The project, which has been 
awarded to a local company 
and a French firm, aims at 
increasing toe station’s treat- 
ment capacity to 15.000 cubic 
metres per day, a level that will 
serve until 2010. Matar noted. 

He said die expansion pro- 
ject is also designed to elimi- 
nate the station's bad smell 
The station was built in 1988 
to deal with only 6,000 cubic 
metres of wastewater per day 
but has been dealing with 
7,500 cubic metres a day over 
the past few years, resulting in 
pocHer. quality treated water 
and bad smells, he added 

According ro Matar; toe 
Water Authority studied the 
prospect of building a new 
plant seven kilometres to the 
west of toe present station but 
found that the proposed site 
was limited in area and would 
not allow for future expansion. 
This compelled toe authority 
to expand the present station 
and install absorbent units to 
control die smells. 

He said Ghat toe nation 
receives wastewater and 
sewage from residential areas 
of the Bakaa refugee camp 
and Ain Al Basha. Safour and 
Urn Al Dananir towns. 

The treated water is not used 
for any purpose but is drawn 
through a seven-kilometre 
pipe and dumped far away 
fiom inhabited areas in a steep 
ravine. 


Regent: Talk about military alliances, axes is ‘baseless’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


“comprehensive system" (hat 
includes all tbe countries in toe region. 

Prince Hassan said that among the 
issues the proposed “system” will tack- 
le is the elimination of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

“I would like to emphasise our con- 
cern for peace firsc.. and our interest in 
toe safety and security of all citizens of 
this troubled region,” toe Crown Prince 

told reporters. 

'This region b as no conflict resolu- 
tion, or conflict prevention, initiative of 
any kincL. the countries of toe region 
have no forum in winch to discuss 
these issues,” toe Regent said. 

“What we have called for in toe past 
_ a methodology..- The future requires 
new initiati ves, new institutions, but 
most of all requires the promotion of 
conversation between all countries in 
region inclusive of all and exclusive 
of none,” toe Regent added 

“It can be done in steps, it has to be 
(inr»* over a period of tune. Prince 


Hassan said following his talks with 
toe Turkish premier. 

The Regent called for regional efforts 
to uproot weapons of mass destruction 
from toe region. 

“We believe that in terras of tbe 
region, that the recenidevdopmau. the 
nuclear explosions in the South Asian 
context in India and Pakistan have 
made toe reality of weapons of mass 
destruction a reality and a concern for 
us afl," he said. 

'Tt is ironic and sad that this is the 
only region in tbe world where there is 
no security agenda or identity. Yes, we 
are interested is political breakthroughs 
hit yet we are also interested in making 
this extended region from Morocco to 
Sudan to Khazakison a stable region 
for all," die Regent said. 

The Crown Prince was responding to 
a question on recent statements by 
Israeli feme Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu who called for the estab- 
lishment of a “security system” 
between Tel Aviv and Ankara. 

‘The Tratish-Isradi relations are 


sovereign, they have to do with the 
government of Turkey and toe govern- 
ment of Israel." 

“As far as facts are concerned. 2 
would like to remind you that both of 
our countries [Jordan arid Turkey] were 
part of a pact which in 1958 saw its 
demise whh the brutal massacre of tens 
cf women and children of otir family in 
Baghdad,” be said. 

“I would like to make it very very 
clear that what we are speaking about 
here is a methodology for conversation 
that win build safety and security for all 

in the region," Prince Hassan said. 

The Regent noted toat toe proposed 
“multilateral talks” are not a call for 
multilateral nils “as originated in the 
Madrid process or Oslo process., they 
have nothing to do directly with the 
Arab-Israeli process.” 

Far his part, toe Turkish premier 
emphasised that his country's military 
cooperation with Israel was not direct- 
ed against airy country in the region. 

The Turkish- Israeli military coopera- 
tion “cannot be regarded as an alliance. 


I think if a comprehensive peace is 
achieved, then this bilateral mechanism 
can be tranrfnmv»ri to a multilateral 
anflia prevention treaty" 

In a separate confereaee with Prime 
Minis ter Tarawneh, Yfimaz said 
“every country which anarhfts impor- 
tance to peace and stability in the 
region and is not involved in tezrorisn 
is invited to this cooperation.” 
Tarawneh said to: bilateral agree- 
ment between Turkey and Israel is 
something “with which we do not 
interfere.” 

“As far as Jordan is concerned, we 
made voy clear time and again, that 
we are not part of any coalition or 
alliance of a security nature," he said. 

“We have very excellent relations 
with Turkey. This is not anew thing, it 
goes back many years. We cherish our 
relations with Turkey in all fields, 
including military cooperation.” 

“Our call was always for a compre- 
hensive pudook that would take in all 
the countries in toe region and not just 
to join any land of bilateral agree- 


ments," said Tarawneh adding toat Jor- 
dan does not interfere in other coun- 
tries' bilateral agreements and respects 
such accords as sovereign. 

“We have been assured by our Turk- 
ish brothers toai this kind of coopera- 
tion is not directed agains t anybody,” 
the prime minister said. 

He said Amman wants to enhance its 
military cooperation with Ankara to 
TnrtiiHp “upgrading, maintenance of 
[Jordan Armed Forces] weapons and 
exchanging expertise. We have dis- 
cussed a lot of potentialities in the mil- 
itary sphere where toe two sides can be 
involved.” 

Tbe two premiers said that during 
toeir talks, they discussed combating 
terrorism in toe region with toe partici- 
pation erf 1 aU concerned parties. 

“Turkey is against any kinds of ter- 
rorism, ord we are aware of the fact 
toat terrorism cannot survive if all 
countries share the same altitude and 
toe same standards against it,” Yflmaz 
said. 

The Turkish prime minister, who is 


expected to leave for Tel Aviv on toe 
second leg of a regional tour that will 
take him also to the Palestinian self- 
rule areas, expressed his country's con- 
cern over the stalemate in the peace 
process. 

“I conveyed to His Royal Highness, 
Turkish concern over the present stale- 
male in toe peace process and the 
importance Turkey has for toe preser- 
vation of peace and stability in our 
region,” he said. ‘Turkey supports all 
efforts aimed ar bringing about a break- 
through in tile present stalemate.” 

Yilmaz added lhai Ankara was ready 
to attend a proposed international con- 
ference to resolve toe deadlock in toe 
peace process. 

Following die Tarawneh- Yilmaz 
meeting, the two sides signed three 
agreements to enhance cooperation in 
the folds of trade, agriculture and cul- 
ture. 

Yflmaz said the two rides agreed to 
develop economic cooperation in a bid 
to increase the trade volume between 

them. 



4 World News 


Kosovo aid could 


complicate military 
intervention 


PRISTINA. Serbia (R) — 
Relief workers are being 
sent to fill the void in vio- 
lent Kosovo even though 
their presence could com- 
plicate the search for peace, 
diplomats warned Sunday. 

“We can't risk tens of 
thousands of refugees being 
stranded without proper 
food and shelter when win- 
ter arrives, so the aid opera- 
tion is being geared up and 
relief workers being 
ordered in," said a Western 
diplomat who asked not to 
be named. 

“But if the situation in 
Kosovo continues to deteri- 
orate and NATO military 
intervention is required, all 
these unarmed men and 
women from the United 
States and Europe could be 
used as hostages or human 
shields to block the military 
action that may yet be need- 
ed to solve the problems 
here. It’s worrying." 

If the tragedy in this 
southern Serb province 
seems familiar, that’s 
because a similar sequence 
of events unfolded next 
door in Bosnia a few years 
ago. 

There, governments 
wrung their hands while a 
political crisis in the 
Balkans slid slowly into 
war. Western diplomats 
threatened military inter- 
vention and scrambled to 
negotiate a cease-fire. 

Unarmed observers were 
soon deployed to monitor 
the conflict and droves of 
international relief workers 
were sent to save the lives 
of homeless civilians in 
their hundreds of thou- 
sands. 

In Kosovo, like Bosnia, 
what started out as a politi- 
cal problem is now a war 
being treated by the West 
primarily as a humanitarian 
crisis. . . . 

U.N. officials estimate 
that 265,000 Kosovars, 
most of them ethnic 
Albanians, have been dri- 
ven from their homes. As 
many as 50.000 of those 
displaced are thought to be 
living in the rough on hill- 
sides and in forests. 

Alarmed by the approach 
of winter, refief experts and 
administrators from the 
United Nations, the United 
States and a number of aid 


observers, aid workers and 
lightly-armed U.N. peace- 
keepers dispersed across the 
country and soon became 
pawns used to stave off the 
air and artillery strikes that 
finally ended the war in its 
fourth year. 

All were potential victims 
and hostages. Bosnian 
Serbs even chained some 
peacekeepers ro bridges 
outside their capital. Pale, 
to keep NATO from bomb- 
ing. 

Months of delicate 
manoeuvring were required 
to finally "extricate this 
small army of foreign non- 
combatants from the war 
zone so NATO war planes 
and artillery could do the 
U.N.'s bidding. 

“There’s no alternative to 
a massive humanitarian 
action in Kosovo because so 
many people will die other- 
wise," said Chris Bennet. 
Director of Balkan 
Operations for the 
International Crisis Group, 
a lobby group based in 
Brussels. 

“The tragedy is that there 
is no humanitarian solution 
in Kosovo. Once the focus 
is on humanitarian opera- 
tions we run the risk of 
diverting attention from the 
underlying political and 
military problems and of 


short-circuiting the force 
option" 

Kosovo has a population 
of 1.8 mill ion people, 90 
per cent of them ethnic 
Albanians. It has been 
under harsh direct rule from 
Belgrade since 1989. 

An armed ethnic Albanian 
insurgency known as the 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) is fighting for inde- 
pendence. The KLA goal, if 
not its violent tactics, is 
supported overwhelmingly 
by the province’s majority 
population. 

After gains this spring 
KLA units have been bat- 
tered by a recent Serb 
counter-offensive that has 
destroyed many separatists 
strongholds and wreaked 
havoc on hundreds of ethnic 
Albanian villages across 
Kosovo. 

Western diplomats trying 
to broker a cease-fire cau- 


tion against over-optimism 
and warn that months of 
“extremely tough" peace 
negotiations lie ahead. 

NATO generals who 
would oversee any military 
strike in Kosovo are said to 
be wary, and their American 
and European political mas- 
ters seem as divided over 
Kosovo as they were for 
years over intervention in 
Bosnia. 


EU offers more aid 


for Kosovo 


organisations, are gearing 
up for a massive pro- 
gramme of humanitarian 
assistance in Kosovo. 

Analysts say it remains to 
be seen whether these 
humanitarian agencies and 
workers will become an 
obstacle to the credible 
threat and use of outside 
military force, without 
which achieving a cease- 
fire in Kosovo may be 
impossible. 

That’s precisely what hap- 
pened in Bosnia where 


SALZBURG, Austria (AJFP) — The European Union is to 
provide S5_5 million in extra humanitarian aid to hundreds 
of thousands of refugees in the Serb province of Kosovo, 
the Austrian foreign minister announced Sunday. 

The aid would go towards a Franco-German operation to 
help transport refugees back to their homes fromthe moun- 
tains and forests where they have taken refuge to escape the 
fighting, said Wolfgang Schuessel, the current EU rotating 
president. - 

It would also be used to help the refugees rebuild homes 
destroyed in the fighting. 

Schuessel said that there was a “glimmer of hope” that an 
end could be brought to the Kosovo crisis based on the 
interim agreement being hammered out by the U.S. special 
envoy Christopher Hill. 

Hill has been involved in shuttle diplomacy between 
Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic in Belgrade and 
the moderate ethnic Albanian leader Ibrahim Rugova in 
Pristina, the capital of Kosovo. 

The EU foreign ministers examined the sanctions they 
already have in place against Yugoslavia, the two-member 
federation which is dominated by Serbia, such as a freeze 
on bank assets and visa restrictions. 

A further sanction — a boycott of the Yugoslav airline 
JAT — has now been folly agreed and it was a question of 
assuring its proper implementation, said EC Commissioner 
Hans Van den Broeck. 

British and Greek objections had sidelined the action dur- 
ing the summer months, but these have been overcome. 

Van den Broeck also said that other Central and Eastern 
European countries could be involved in the JAT boycott. 

Schuessel said that it was important to ensure that “radi- 
cal forces at play are not allowed to torpedo" existing peace 
efforts, citing the Kosovo Liberation Army which has 
refused to sic around the negotiating table. 

He also said that the EU wanted to see “more cooperation 
from President Milosevic." 

Schuessel said there had been broad support for the nam- 
ing a special EU envoy for Kosovo, and that the matter 
would be pursued at upcoming EU Council meetings. 


Chinese president congratulates 
North Korean strongman 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin has congratulated 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-II on his reelection to 
the nation's top military 
post, ignoring his failure to 
take up the post of presi- 
dent as expected. Xinhua 
reported Sunday. 

In a direct congratulatory 
message usually reserved 
for heads of state. Jiang 
pledged unremitting efforts 
to strengthen relations with 
North Korea, which has 
been a long-term ally of 
Beijing. 

“1 am happy to learn you 
have been reelected the 
National Defence 

Commission chairman ... at 
the first session of the 10th 
Supreme People's 

Assembly." Jiang said in a 
telegramme dispatched 
directly after the election 
Saturday. 

“Through the joint efforts 
of the two parties, two gov- 
ernments and two nations, 
friendly relations of coop- 
eration will be further con- 


solidated and developed." 
he added. 

Kim. 56. was reelected 
chairman of the nation’s 
highest body, the National 
Defence Commission 
(NDC). as parliament sig- 
nificantly increased his 
powers. 

But it failed to name Kim 
president as many had 
expected, abolishing the 
post in deference to his 
father and the nation’s late 
founder Kim Il-Sung, who 
was dubbed “eternal presi- 
dent." Instead deputies of 
the Supreme People's 
Assembly overhauled key 
state bodies to consolidate 
Kim junior’s supremacy in 
the most sweeping shake- 
up in 27 years. South 
Korean official monitors 
said Sunday. 

Chinese experts on North 
Korea expressed some sur- 
prise the post of president 
was left vacant. 

“In state-to-stare rela- 
tions. it is very difficult to 
not have a president. We 
are still examining the sig- 


nificance of this move," 
said one expert who spoke 
on the condition of 
anonymity. 

He said negotiations had 
been under way for Kim to 
pay a state visit to China 
once he rook on the presi- 
dency, but this would now 
be impossible for protocol 
reasons. 

China went to North 
Korea’s aid in the 1950-53 
Korean war and declared 
ties with North were “as 
dose as lips and teeth." 

But the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and China’s 
foray into capitalism have 
blunted the relationship, as 
has Beijing's decision in 
the early 1990s to establish 
diplomatic relations with 
arch-rival, Seoul. 

However, North Korea’s 


state-run news agency was 
quick to make the most of 
Jiang's congratulatory mes- 
sage. issuing a report early 
Sunday morning and say- 
ing Kim also received a flo- 
ral basket from the Chinese 
government. 
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Japan’s most famed movie director Akira Kurosawa, dubbed the emperor of 
Japanese cinema for films sucb as ‘The Seven Samurai’ and ‘Rashomon’, died at his 
home In Tokyo at the age of 88. Kurosawa’s movies put Japanese cinema on the inter- 
national map and inspired US. film makers such as Steven SpeiJberg and George 
Lucas (Reuters photo) 


Japanese film director 
Kurosawa dies at 88 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
film director Akira Kurosawa, 
who inspired the world of cin- 
ema with his epic samurai dra- 
mas such as “Rashomon" and 
‘The Shadow Warnot*'. died at 
his home Sunday, his family 
said. He was 88. 

Known as the “emperor of 
Japanese cinema," Kurosawa 
also baffled producers at borne 
with his costly perfectionist 
endeavours, but attracted gen- 
erations of directors world- 
wide, including Francis Ford 
Coppola and George Lucas. 

He left behind 30 films span- 
ning half a century and Japan's 
golden days of cinema, which 
all but ended in December last 
year when Toshiro Mifune, 
who rose to international star- 
dom through Kurosawa's clas- 
sics, died at 77. 

Kurosawa and Mifune 
together impressed the wold 
with 16 films, including 
"Rashomon" and “The Seven 
Samurai", dazzling with 
cleamit themes, bold plots and 
innovative techniques with the 
use of slow motion and multi- 
ple cameras. 

“Rashomon", a crime story 
set in medieval Japan, was 
awarded the “Golden Lion" 
grand prize at the 1951 Venice 
Film Festival, becoming the 
first Japanese film to win inter- 
national accolade. The move 
was also decorated with the 
Academy Foreign Movie 
Award in 1952. 

Mifune was also cast in “The 
Seven Samurai” in 1954, por- 
traying a peasant-turned samu- 
rai, leading farmer resistance 
against bandits. The movie 
inspired a Hollywood Western 
remake, “The Magnificent 


Seven” (I960) starring Yul 
Brynner. 

Kurosawa, whose master- 
pieces also included 
“Kagemusha (Tbs Shadow 
Wamor)” (1980), "Ran" 
(1985) and “Dreams” in 1990. 
received an honorary Oscar for 
lifetime achievement as a cine- 
ma artist at the annual 
Academy Awards in 1990. 

“Ran” was financed by the 
French producer Serge 
Silbennan, and (be capital for 
“Dreams" was guaranteed by 
the U.S. group Warner 
Brothers. 

“Dreams”, recreating eight 
of Kurosawa’s dreams perme- 
ated by his nostalgia for child- 
hood and his fear of the 
destruction of nature, also 
owed to the friendship and 
respect of two Hollywood 
greats, Lucas and Steven 
Spielbeig. 

Spielberg’s company Amblin 
Entertainment marketed the 
production and Lucas’ 
Industrial Light and Magic 
cooperated with its special 
effects. 

Asked why Japanese produc- 
ers were cool to his films at the 
time of the shooting of 
“Dreams". Kurosawa replied: 
‘T have the same question. 
Actually, they just don’t seem 
to understand the content of the 
screenplay." 

Kurosawa's last movie 
“Madadayo” (1993). which 
depicted the heart-to- heart rela- 
tionship between a retired uni- 
versity teacher and his former 
students, marked the 50th 
anniversary of his career as 
film director. 

Bom into the family of a 
junior high school director in 


Tokyo in 1910, Kurosawa 
abandoned his aspiration to 
become a painter and joined 
PCL Studios, one of the prewar 
predecessors of Toho Co., in 
1936. 

Kurosawa made his direc- 
tor’s debut with “Sugata 
.San shim" in 1943, an enter- 
taining film about a young judo 
hero. 

“The Throne of Blood” 
(1957), a Japanese adaptation 
of Shakespeare's Macbeth, and 
the crime thriller “High and 
Low" (1963) added to his inter- 
national fame. 

However, be suffered set- 
backs in the mid-1960s, when 
two movie projects funded 
with U.S. capital foiled to 
materialise, and his first effort 
as an independent director and 
his first foil -colour movie — 
“Dotesukaden” (1970) — 
foiled. He attempted suicide in 
1971. The Soviet-sponsored 
“Dersu UzaJa" marked his 
international comeback in 
1975. It earned him the gold 
prize at the Moscow Film 
Festival and an Oscar as best 
foreign-language movie. 

“The Shadow Warrior" won 
the Palme d’Or at Cannes in 
1980 with its foreign version 
produced by Coppola and 
Lucas. 

“Rhapsody in August" 
( 1991 ) with Richard Gere as a 
second-generation American- 
Japanese who visits his rela- 
tives in Hiroshima and apolo- 
gises for the UJS. atomic 
bombing on the city in August 
1945 stirred controversy 
abroad for foiling to address 
Japan’s war guilt. 


U.S., Japan, S. Korea study 
N. Korea’s satellite claim 


SEOUL (AFP) — The United 
States. South Korea and Japan 
scrambled for answers Sunday 
about whether North Korea 
launched a satellite or a military 
missile amid fears for the future 
of Seoul's reconciliation policy 
towards Pyongyang. 

“We are still trying to find our 
if North Korea launched a mis- 
sile or a satellite as it claims," 
presidential spokesman Park 
Jie-Won said Sunday. 

“We are still exchanging 
information and in close con- 
sultations with U.S. and Japan." 
he said. 

Two days have passed since 
North Korea boasted it had 
launched a satellite that was 
said to be transmitting revolu- 
tionary hymns in praise of its 
late leader Kim Il-Sung and his 
son and heir Kim Jong-11. 

The unpredictable 

Communist state has accused 
some “ignorant” countries of 
“malting a foss" over its launch 
of the rocket which it said 
Friday hod launched a satellite. 

North Korea's Korean 

Central News Agency Sunday 
said “if they (South Koreans) 
had no capacity to distinguish 
between satellites and ballistic 
missiles, they should have kept 
mum about what happened” 

The defiant stance came as 
the country celebrated the 
launch of a rocket which it 
claims launched a satellite into 
orbit and the official baptism of 
its new “Great Leader" Kim 
Jong-H as the country’s 
supreme leader. 

U.S. intelligence repo as — 
backed up by Tokyo and Seoul 


— had indicted the launch a 
week ago was a weapons test of 
a medium-range Taepo-Dong I 
ballistic missile which posed a 
threat to regional stability. 

No country has been able 
officially to deny or verify the 
claim although Russia's ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported 
that Moscow’s space observa- 
tion centre had spotted the 
satellite. 

South Korea reserved judge- 
ment, saying that regional sta- 
bility was being threatened 
either way. Presidential 
spokesman Park said “whether 
it was a missile or a satellite," 
North Korea's intention was to 
upgrade its defence capability, 
which will have great impacts 
on maintaining peace on the 
Korean Peninsula and the 


region. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Lee Ho-Jin earlier said that 
even if the rocket were being 
used to launch a satellite, “it 
means that the North has the 
technology for firing an inter- 
mediate missile." 

Officials in the U.S., Japan 
and South Korea, are putting 
more stress on the fact that — 
for whatever purpose — North 
Korea was able to launch a 
medium-range ballistic Taepo- 
dong 1 missile last Monday. 

South Korea is reluctant to 
come to any conclusions before 
its two allies the U.S. and 
Japan, amid some fears that it 
could hurt its ddtentc policy 
towards North Korea. 

“We are watching carefully 
to see where this whole thing 
will go. As always wc will pro- 


mote our Sunshine Policy, 
despite the launch.” an official 
at the Unification Ministry said. 

But the source said South 
Korea was “worried" that the 
case would be taken up at the 
U.N. 

Japan has said il intends to 
protest to (he Security Council 
about the firing of the missile 
across Japanese territory. 

"If it is taken to the UNSC 
and the whole world condemns 
the act. it will be difficult for us 
to push ahead with economic 
exchanges,” the source said. 

"If the UNSC also decides to 
impose some sanctions, includ- 
ing (on) providing international 
aid, wc can't act alone," he said. 

The South is determined to 
promote its "Sunshine Policy" 
aimed at ending decades of 
hostility with the North, even- 
tually leading to peaceful reuni- 
fication. 

“What the other countries 
must understand is that when 
we deal with North Korea, for 
us we are talking of our other 
part To them it is aiwthcr coun- 
try, but for us it is *our coun- 
try’,” the source explained. 

He said the missile issue 
would be “very seriously” dis- 
cussed during high-level talks 
between South Korea, the U.S. 
and Japan this week in 
Washington. 

South Korean Foreign 
Minister Hong Soon- Young 
and US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright will also 
meet in Washington before the 
U.N. meeting later in the 
month. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Don't put your faith in stars’ 


CASTELGANDOFLO, Italy (R) — 
warned Roman Catholics Sunday notput them hath m horo- 
scopes and magic. The 78-year-old .Pope told pilgnms and 
tourists at his weekly address at his summer residence to 
plan their lives by looking to God rather than to the stars, 
horoscopes and magic predictions dont do. anything. 
What is needed instead is prayer, real prayer, which should 
be coupled with leading a life that conforms ro God s law.’ 
he said. Italians are mad about horoscopes, which are ear- 
ned daily by nearly every television and radio news bulletin.. 
A popular evening television programme includes a woman 
dressed as a gypsy reading tarot cards. _ 


Estrada says Philippine health chief 
resigned due to threats 



MANILA, Philippines (AP) — The Philippines health 
chief resigned because of threats from a syndicate that has 
illegally cornered government purchases of medicine,;. 
President Joseph Estrada said Sunday. Estrada said be hasr 
ordered an investigation of the syndicate’s activities at the ■ 
department of health. Last week, Estrada accepted the res- 
ignation of Health Secretary Felipe Estrella, the first 
Cabinet member in the new administration to quit. Estrada, ., 
who took office June 30, said he would name a replacement 
this week. Estrella had tried but failed to stop the operations 
of the syndicate, which has existed since the time erf 
Estrada's predecessor, Fidel Ramos, the president told 
reporters. "‘It’s been going on, millions have been lost,” 
Estrada said, but declined to give other details, including 
whether health department officials were involved. The 
Philippine leader also blamed the syndicate for a shortage 
of medicine in many rural hospitals. Estrada won by a wide 
margin in the May 1 1 elections on a pro-poor platform. He 
has pledged to make an anti-graft campaign a cornerstone 
of his six-year term. 
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S. African deputy president 
postpones visit to Russia 


PRETORIA (AFP) — South African Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki has postponed a visit to Russia set for this 
month because of the political upheaval in Moscow, a 
spokesman told AFP Sunday. Mbeki was due in Russia on 
Sept 15 and 16 for talks to strengthen relations between the 
two countries. "The visit has been postponed because of the 
political situation in Russia,” Mbeki’s spokesman Ricky 
Naidoo said. "(Mbeki) thought it was better to postpone the 
trip until further notice. A new date has not been set 
Obviously this will have to be done in consultation with our 
Russian counterparts," he said. The visit was part of efforts 
to pick up relations between Moscow and Pretoria, halted 
when Russia’s political transition had required undivided 
attention, an envoy for President Boris Yeltsin said in June, 
when the visit was announced. 
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Black boxes from Swissair crash 
localised 


ZURICH (AFP) — Both “black box” flight recorders from 
the Swissair flight which crashed off Canada's Atlantic 
coast last week have been localised about 60 metres under 
water, Swissair said Sunday. “If the weather and conditions 
in the sea permit, both boxes should be brought to the sur- 
face today," SAir group president Philippe Bruggisser said 
He told journalists however that divers at die scene report- 
ed poor visibility in the crash area. The two black boxes 
contain a Flight Data Recorder and a cockpit Voice 
Recorder which are expected to help investigators deter- 
mine why Swissair Flight 1 1 1 went down, killing all 229 
people on board. A submarine using sonar located the sig- 
nals emitted by the two recorders Saturday. The plane was 
on its way to Geneva when it plunged into the ocean off the 
coast of Nova Scotia less than two hours after leaving New 
York. 
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Japan’s poisoning scare 
spreads further 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s nationwide poisoning scare 
spread further Sunday with three people falling sick in appar- 
ent copycat cases following arsenic-laced curry murders in 
July. A 30-year-old policeman fell unconscious after eating a 
sandwich and fried chicken bought from a convenience store 
in Shizuoka, central Japan, in what could be another case. But 
no trace of toxins was immediately detected in the food. In 
Otsu, near Kyoto in western Japan, a 19-year-old woman was 
briefly treated in hospital after feeling a strange sensation in 
the mouth and vomiting when she drank canned tea bought 
at a convenience store. Her 24-year-old boyfriend also sipped 
the mixed herb tea and tasted something funny. Police detect- 
ed an agent used in synthetic detergents in the drink and ! 
found a pinhole sealed with glue in the bottom of the can, a 
spokesman said In Shizuoka, a 30-year-old housewife was 
also treated in hospital after complaining of a burning sensa- 
tion after she tasted a booled drink bought from a supermar- 
ket. The bottom of the plastic bottle was also found to have 
been pierced and sealed, police said The spate of poisonings 
started on July 25 when four people died and more than 60 
were taken to hospital after eating currv laced with arsenic at 
acomm unity festival in Wakayama near the western city of 
Osaka. A dozen poisoning cases have since been repealed 
nationwide. A 5 S- year-old house painter collapsed and died 
within hours of drinking a can of cyanide-laced tea bought 
from a supermarket in Nagano, northwest of Tokyo, lost 
Tuesday. Friday a 25-year-old housewife felt her tongue 
numb after she sipped orange juice bought from a conve- 
nience store in Osaka. Police discovered hypochlorous acid, 
a substance used in bleach, in the juice. 
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Thai zoo boasts 
first female crocodile tamer 
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BANGKOK (R) — Nineteen- year-old Daungduen 
ongpetch seemed to brim with passion as she opened the 
toothy mouth of Audi and kissed him. to the cheers of 
onlookers. Despite the applause, the scene was anything but 
romantic, tor Audi is no prince charming, but a three-metre- 

* e j ghin s 200 kg in a Thai zoo. KBs razor 
narp teeth could have put a permanent dent in Daungduen 
during her performance at the zoo in eastern Chonburi 
province were it not for her prowess with reptiles like Audi. 
I 0 underscore her taming skills. Awribed by 
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_ _ --- » iui iier prowess with reptiles luce aiku- 

taming skills. Daungduen. described by 
Zoo as Thailand's first female crocodile ; 
tamer, next put her head into the cmmHilA mouth. To 


~ ~ ” — as 1 nauand s first female crocoouc 
ranter, next put her head into the crocodile’s mod*. To 
make it open ils mouth wide, she hit its tail to agitate it 
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^Uion Youth March Debris Including a garbage can, traffic cone, and water bottles rain down on p olice 
as they move in to break up an otherwise peaceful minority youth rally in the Harlem section of New York. The 
police moved in at the moment a federally ordered permit for the rally expired. About 10,000 people attended 
the tbe event, called the Million Youth March. Filled with fiery rhetoric against whites, Jews and police, the 
march ended with a clash between police and raDiers after an organiser riled up the crowd Saturday. At the end 
of the event billed as a black empowerment rally, organiser Khallid Abdul Mohammad called tbe police names 
and told participants to <r beat the hell out of them with the railing if they so much as touch you. We have a right, 
a God given right, a constitutional right to defend ourselves against anyone who attacks ns,” said Mohammad, 
dismissed as an aide to Nation of Islam minister Louis Farrakhan after a 1994 speech in which he referred to 
Jews as “bloodsuckers” and insulted Pope John Paul n, homosexuals and whites. Mohammad, who went min- 
utes over a court-ordered time limit of four hours, told the thousands of participants to leave peacefully. As the 
crowd dispersed, a police helicopter flew in low, angering some members who threw bottles and other debris. 
Police said 16 officers and five civilians were injured (Reuters photo) 


Schroeder sees Kohl 
catching up in German race 


BONN (Ri — German chan- 
cellor candidate Gerhard 
Schroeder said Sunday he 
expects Helmut Kohl to caich 
up in voter surveys before the 
SepL 27 election, but remains 
confident he will win the 
race. 

Schroeder slammed Kohl in 
an interview with German 
Radio as a “spent force” who 
had lost touch with reality 
after 16 years in power. He 
said Kohl was now being 
undermined by intrigues 
from within his own conserv- 
ative party. 

“The gap between the par- 
ties and the candidates will 
narrow further, but 1 think the 
conditions for victory are 
good,” Schroeder said. “We 
are confident, bur nor arro- 
gant. about thaL 

ft won't be over until the 
votes are counted on SepL 
27.” 

With three weeks left 
before the federal election. 
Kohl's Christian Democrats 
(CDU) have trimmed the 
once-towering lead of 
Schroeder's Social 

Democrats (SPD) to three 
points in a closely watched 
poll by tbe Electoral 
Research Group. 

The Polirharoroeier survey 
for ZDF television had the 


CDU at 38 per cent and tbe 
SPD at 41 per cent, the 
slimmest margin since 
February. Schroeder was 
eight points ahead in May. 
The survey of 1,277 voters 
has a 25 point margin of 
error. 

Two other weekend polls, 
however, showed Schroeder 
widening his lead. A survey 
by the Emnid polling institute 
to be published in Monday's 
edition of Der Spiegel found 
Schroeder ahead by five 
points, 42 to 37, while anoth- 
er poll by the Dimap institute 
had Schroeder up by six 
points, 43 to 37. 

Kohl, known for his leg- 
endary comebacks, has 
trailed in some surveys by up 
to 12 points, but has been 
gradually chipping away at 
Schroeder’s lead in recent 
weeks. Kohl has been helped 
by an improvement in the 
domestic economy and the 
turmoil in Russia. 

“Kohl has lost all touch 
with reality and is only con- 
cerned about securing ids role 
as a European statesman.” 
Schroeder said. . “People in 
Germany are saying 16 years 
of Helmut Kohl are enough. 
He is a spent force and so is 
his government” 

Schroeder said pressure by 


some CDU leaders on Kohl 
68, to set a timetable for step- 
ping down after winning a 
fifth term and hand the reigns 
of power to CDU parliamen- 
tary leader Wolfgang 
Schaeuble was evidence of 
inner-party intrigues against 
Kohl. 

“He's up against some 
clever tacticians in his own 
party who are saying ‘Let’s 
pud) KohJ into tbe back- 
ground and maybe voters 
won’t notice’,” Schroeder 
said. “It’s a sign the conserv- 
atives know they can’t win 
with Kohl.” 

Pollsters have found die 
popular Schaeuble would 
have a far better chance of 
defeating Schroeder than 
Kohl. 

Schroeder, state premier of 
Lower Saxony, said the SPD, 
which lost the last four elec- 
tions to Kohl in pan because 
of election year inner-party 
conflicts, had learned the 
lessons from their mistakes. 

A pro-business pragmatist 
who has pushed the left-lean- 
ing SPD into the middle. 
Schroeder said the CDU was 
normally the epitome of dis- 
cipline in election years, but 
was shooting itself in the foot 
with its in-fighting this time. 

“We have learned you can 


only lead the nation when 
you convey the impression to 
the people that ‘they are unit- 
ed’,” he said. “How can any- 
one pretend to be able to 
bring the people of this coun- 
try together if they aren’t 
themselves united?” 

One week before a state 
election in Bavaria, 
Schroeder appeared to lower 
expectations chat the SPD 
could improve its perfor- 
mance in the conservative 
bastion. The SPD had hoped 
they could prevent the CSU 
from w innin g another 
absolute majority. 

“We wanted to improve in 
Bavaria at the expense of foe 
CSU,” Schroeder said. “We’ll 
have to see if that happens, ft 
remains a state election with 
its special characteristics and 
the result should not be over- 
rated. It's only a state elec- 
tion.” 

The Christian Social Union 
(CSU). Bavarian sister party 
to the CDU which has held 
an absolute majority in the 
southern state for decades, is 
projected to win 30 per cent 
of the vote compared to 33 
per cent for foe SPD, accord- 
ing to a survey by the Palis 
institute for Focus news mag- 
azine. 


Russian Communists meet, some predict PM win 


MOSCOW (R> — 

Russia’s Communists con- 
tinued talks Sunday ahead 
of a confirmation vote on 
the prime minister, and 
ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky predicted 
Viktor Chernomyrdin 
would ultimately win par- 
liamentary approval. 

*T am sure he will be the 
prime minister, either on 
the 7th. or on the 14th ” 
Zhirinovsky told Reuters. 
“Chernomyrdin will be 
prime minister, which will 
lead to better things ” 

. Russian President Boris 


Yeltsin was at his Gorky-9 
country home outside 
Moscow Sunday and did 
not plan any meetings 
ahead of last-minute 
“round-table” consulta- 
tions Monday with parlia- 
mentary leaders, the 
Kremlin said. 

“The president has no 
meetings today,” said press 
officer Sergei Telepnyov. 
‘Tomorrow at 10 a.ra. he 
makes an appearance 
before the round-table.” 

Yeltsin plunged Russia 
into political uncertainty 
two weeks ago by sudden- 


ly sacking the government 
of Sergei Kiriyenko after 
the devaluation of the rou- 
ble and default on some 
debt 

His new choice 
Chernomyrdin, who previ- 
ously was prime minister 
from 1992 to March this 
year, lost by a wide margin 
on his first confirmation 
vote last week. 

Zhirinovsky’s party, the 
third largest in the State 
Duma lower house of par- 
liament, abstained in the 
first vote on 

Chernomyrdin last week. 


but intends to vote for him 
Monday. 

“We are in favour (of 
Chernomyrdin), but the 
left and Yabloko may 
refuse to take part in the 
vote,” he said. 

Yabloko, led by econo- 
mist Grigory Yavlinsky, 
favours economic reform 
but has fiercely criticised 
the government and voted 
against Chernomyrdin in 
last week’s vote. 

In an interview Sunday, 
Yavlinsky said his pany, 
the fourth largest in the 
Duma, remained opposed 


to Chernomyrdin and 
would again vote against 
him. 

“Only an idiot would 
make predictions in 
Russia,” he said what 
asked what was likely to 
happen Monday. 

Zhirinovsky said, how- 
ever. that if deputies were 
allowed to vote as they 
pleased in a secret ballot 
rather than following the 
party line in an open vote, 
deputies would confirm 
Chernomyrdin Monday 
afternoon. 

“If there is a secret vote. 


he’ll already go through 
tomorrow. If it's an open 
vote, it’s possible that 
Chernomyrdin will get up 
to 200 votes and on the 
third time he'll get foe 
necessary 300 for.” 
Zhirinovsky said. 

Chernomyrdin needs a 
simple majority of 226 
votes in the 450-seat 
Duma to be re-instated as 
premier. If he is rejected 
again Monday, the Duma 
would have another week - 
to consider his candidacy 
if renamed by Yeltsin. 

After three votes the 


constitution calls for the 
president to disband par- 
liament. 

Monday, Yeltsin will 
make a final effort to win 
over reluctant deputies in 
“round table” discussions 
set to begin at 1000 GMT. 
The Communists, the 
largest party in the Duma, 
want Yeltsin to name an 
alternative to 

Chernomyrdin. 

“Of course he'll listen to 
• them.”- • - Kre mlin 

spokesman Telepnyov said 
of : opposition proposals. 
“So far there are no other 


candidates. No one has 
proposed them.” Asked if 
Yeltsin would consider 
alternative candidates to 
Chernomyrdin, the 

spokesman said: “Only the 
president knows (what he 
will do)”. 

The Communists Sunday 
meanwhile met from early 
Sunday morning plotting 
strategy, officials said, and 
Yavlinksy said he was up 
until 7 a.m. Sunday morn- 
ing drafting a new eco- 
nomic alternative ’ pro- 
gramme for the country. 


IRA on conveyor belt to ceding arms 


LONDON (R) — Northern 
Irish Protestant leader 
David Trimble said Sunday 
thatthe IRA was on a “con- 
veyor belt” leading to it 
giving up its massive arse- 
nal of arms and explosives. 

Trimble, leader of the 
province’s fledgling assem- 
bly elected in June, was 
speaking ahead of his first 
face-to-face meeting this 
week with Geny Adams, 
leader of Sinn Fein, the 
political wing of the Irish 
Republican Army. 

In a statement which was 
seen as highly significant, 
Adams last week said Sinn 
Fein regarded violence as 
“a riling of tbe past”. 

Sinn Frin later appointed 
foe party’s chief negotiator, 
Martin McGuinness, to dis- 
cuss the issue of arms with 
a special commission set 
up to oversee the decom- 
missioning of - guerrilla 


weapons foreseen under a 
peace accord signed in 
April. 

“That appointment puts 
the republican movement 
on a conveyor belt which 
will lead to actual decom- 
missioning," Trimble told 
BBC television. 

“Or else it will become 
very clear, very quickly 
that they are refusing it.” 

Trimble is expected to 
meet Adams Tuesday or 
Wednesday as the Northern 
Ireland Assembly gets 
down to business after a 
summer break. 

He said he was not yet 
ready to shake the hand of 
a man he has denounced in 
the past as the orchestrator 
of guerrilla violence. 

“There is the point about 
bands being held out open 
to show that they are not 
containing any weapons.” 
Trimble said. 


“Well, Mr. Adams can't 
do that because he has goi 
three tonnes of cemtex, 5- 
600 AK 47s (assault rifles) 
and heaven knows what 
else in his hand, so it is not 
a friendly band that he has. 

“I think he needs to do 
something to be able to 
present a hand honestly to 
anyone.” 

Britain’s Northern 
Ireland secretary said 
decommissioning of 
weapons by the IRA and 
other guerrilla groups must 
happen soon to keep up the 
momentum for peace. 

“Decommissioning is 
going to have to happen in 
some shape or form very 
quickly,” Mo Mowlam told 
Sky television. 

But she said the issue 
should not be seen as a pre- 
condition to progress in 
other areas. Under the so- 
called “Good Friday agree- 


ment", progress on decom- 
missioning is linked to 
allowing Sinn Fein to take 
seats on a new Northern 
Ireland executive. 

Mowlam said Adams’ 
statement, McGuiness' 
appointment and the visit 
to Northern Ireland by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton had 
made it a “good, significant 
week” for Northern 
Ireland. 

But the mood of opti- 
mism was tempered by an . 
outbreak of violence in foe I 
Northern Ireland town of i 
Portadown late Saturday. 

Two policemen were ; 
taken to hospital after a i 
group of Protestants ] 
demonstrating against a i 
parade ban threw petrol i 
bombs. 

A Catholic-owned busi- | 


ness was badly damaged by 
one of the bombs, a police 
statement said. 


I 
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Indonesia’s Megawati says she’ll run in elections j 


JAKARTA (R) — 

Indonesian opposition 
leader Megawati 

Sukarnoputri, tipped as 
possible future president 
of foe world's fourth most 
populous nation, 

announced Sunday she 
would run in next year's 
planned elections. 

But first, her aides said, 
she would have to find a 
political party after she 
was ousted two years ago 
as leader of rhe Indonesian 
Democratic Party (PD I), 
foe nearest thing then to an 
official opposition. 

“I Megawati 

Sukarnoputri, will enter 
into the general election as 
a citizen of Indonesia,” she 
told thousands of cheering, 
r ed-5hirted supporters. 

Megawati, the eldest 
daughter of Indonesia’s 
&5t president Sukarno, 
niade the remarks during 
foe opening of the office of 
her faction of the PDI, 
which is not recognised by 
the government. 

The official wing of the 


party elected its new leader 
late last month at its annu- 
al congress which had to 
be cut short because of 
clashes with pro-Megawati 
supporters. 

She is still fighting a 
court case to try to prove 
that she was unlawfully 
ousted, with government 
collusion, as head of PDI 
which she led for three 
vears until 1996. 

’ "Tbe problem right now 
is... the Megawati camp of 
the PDI is "not recognised 
by rhe government. In 
order to join the general 
election we have to fulfil 
some requirements,” econ- 
omist and vice chairman of 
her faction Kwik Kian Gie 
told Reuters television. 

If that fails, the faction 
might have to register as a 
new political part}', he 
said. 

The Indonesian parlia- 
ment is due to discuss new 
election laws later this 
month as the country grap- 
ples with trying to bring in 
democracy after decades 


of autocratic rule. 

Under the 32-year rule of 
former president Suharto, 
forced to srep down in 
May as a collapsing econo- 
my sparked mass protests, 
only three parties could 
contest the general elec- 
tion and he was also the 
sole presidential candi- 
date. 

Now an estimated 60 
parties are lining up for a 
chance to lead Indonesia’s 
200 million people and 
political analysts say 
Megawati is in. with a 
chance to become presi- 
dent. 

Her aides claim that 
despite the schism in her 
party, most of its followers 
want her to be leader. 

“If you talk to anybody... 


if you talk to 10 taxi dri- ( 
vers, nine will say they’ll 
vote for Megawati... we 
are very confident about 
(her getting elected),” 
Kwik said. 

Previously Megawati 
only said she would stand 
if the people wanted her to. 

Though criticised in 
some quarters for not tak- 
ing a stronger stand with 
the opposition protests 
which eventually toppled 
Suharto, analysts say the 
fact she is tbe daughter of 
the late Sukarno is a 
important element of her 
popularity. 

The charismatic Sukarno 
was effectively pushed out 
of power in late 1965 by 
Suharto. 


FOR RENT 

Fully Furnished & equipped 

A- The half first floor of only two-floor family building. 

B- A nice independent studio with the first floor large roof 
with nice view & very quiet. Location: Jabal Amman, : 
Zahran Street, No. 147 (near the 5th Circle). Multi-car • 
parking exists. Further details negotiable. 

If interested please call: 5932509 


Ml 
other 
airlines 
give you 


Our Crown Qass 
is First Class 
Business Class. 



Business 

Class 

Business 

Class. 


Other airlines have red-eye-in-tfae- 
dead-of-night departures. But, 
when Amman is wide awake, we 
fly out to Europe and North 
America most frequently. More 
than 36 convenient departures 
weekly. We’ve also got foe only 
24-honr Advanced Check-In 
Service. And you can relax in our 
airport lounge while we handle 
ail your pre-departure 
arrangements. Keep on lounging 
in flight on really roomy seats 
with ample legroom in wide- 
bodied aircraft. We guarantee 
you'll experience First Class 
service down to foe last detail. 


Choose from a selection of 15 
international films on your 
Personalized Video System. All 
these First Qass comforts at 
Business class fores. 
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The Turkish potential 


TURKISH PRIME MINISTER Mesut Yilmaz’s 
visit to Jordan acquires a special significance in 
light of the failing peace process and the threat 
that poses to the stability and security of the 
Middle East Three important features of the 
visit deserve particular notice. First is that the 
Turkish prime minister intends to visit the 
Palestinian self-rule areas and Israel for talks 
centring on the peace process and on ways to 
reactivate it Ank ara recognises that regional 
peace and security are organically linked to the 
settlement of regional conflicts in a fair and bal- 
anced manner. Second, Yilmaz is accompanied 
by 100 businesspeople, something that suggests 
that his talks with the leaders of the three coun- 
tries will have an important economic dimen- 
sion. Turkey is a rich country endowed with nat- 
ural resources, top among them is water. 
Turkey is also an advanced industrialised 
nation with the capacity to manufacture prod- 
ucts that the area needs and imports. Third, 
the Turkish thrust into the region has an obvi- 
ous security dimension. Ankara clearly seeks to 
enhance military cooperation with Amman . 

Topping the Turkish government's agenda is 
the issue of terrorism at a time when the repub- 
lic is still engulfed in a war of attrition with the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). Turkey has long 
accused Syria of giving sanctuaiy to the PKK 
leadership. Jordan would prefer that the cool 
relations between Tbrkey and Syria not escalate 
into a full-blown conflict. Escalation of existing 
tensions would prove quite damaging to the 
fragile security of the region. Rather, Jordan 
can play a pivotal role in defusing the Tbrkish- 
Syrian conflict and improving relations 
between the two countries, especially over the 
Kurdish separatist movement or on the issue of 
water from the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. 

Improvement and consolidation of Jordanian- 
Turkish relations on political, economic and 
security fronts is thus a welcome development 
There is much that can still be done to strength- 
en these relations. Turkey is a large powerful 
country in every sense of the word. 

Its increased military ties with Israel are 
bound to be viewed with suspicion as long as a 
comprehensive peace alludes us. Many Arabs 
think Ankara's alliance with Tel Aviv makes the 
Jewish state less pressed to achieve peace with 
the Palestinians and the Syrians. But Turkey's 
military and security relations with Israel can 
also provide Ankara with effective leverage that 
could be invested to push for an enlightened 
regional peace and security. 

Thrkey is on the record as opposing Israeli set- 
tlement policies and the Jewish state's declared 
position on Jerusalem. It also has historical ties 
with the Arabs dating back more than five cen- 
turies. It is therefore hoped that Turkey’s poli- 
cies for the region will not only be based on 
immediate interests but on a long-term histori- 
cal vision of a near eastern region at peace with 
itself. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra’i's Fahed Fanek charged that mismanagement 
and bad leadership in Russia was the basic reason for 
the deterioration of the economic situation. He said 
Russia is considered one of the wealthiest countries in 
the world, as number one exporter of gold and oil. The 
amount of land suitable for agriculture is half the size 
of all agricultural land in the world, said Fanek. Russia 
is now in an economic vacuum. It is neither totally cap- 
italist nor socialist. In the nineties the government's role 
diminished, but unfortunately the private sector did not 
replace it the mafia took over and caused chaos in the 
country, said the writer. As a result, poverty and unem- 
ployment as well as corruption spread, he added. Fanek 
speculated that a civil war may occur before any 
improvements. 


Al Dustour called on the American envoy to the 
Middle East Dennis Ross lo lay all responsibility for the 
deadlock in the Middle East peace process squarely on 
Israel. The paper lashed out at the hard-line Israeli gov- 
ernment for this stalemate. Israel is undermining all 
efforts exerted by the United States, sponsoring the 
peace process. The paper urged Ross to make his 
upcoming visit to the region fruitful unlike other failed 
missions, as when the American envoy was unable to 
force Israel to accept the 13.1 per cent troop redeploy- 
ment initiative, which the Palestinians accepted. The 
paper, however, was pessimistic about the outcome of 
the visit and said it would be yet another in a string of 
failed visits. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


A market that behaves as if it isn’t one 


FINALLY THE good news is emerging from the rubble 
of dismay, and a reasonable level of optimism, some- 
thing that has been forlorn for a while, is at last begin- 
ning to resurface. Best of all. the prophecy that the econ- 
omy is heading towards a recovery is coming closer to 
fulfilment. And while the reason(s) for the nse in eco- 
nomic activity may still be in the folds of those mysteri- 
ous numbers which we have grown to trust and distrust, 
some answers and lessons may be dug out for the pre- 
sent. Surely we should be able to discern why a market 
may behave as if it isn't, or explain why an elephant 
barked. 

The GDP is expected to grow at rates close to 3 per 
cent tniost likely 2.7 per cent) in real terms which is a 
concrete improvement over the 2.2 per cent growth of 
last year and the 0.8 per cent of 1996. The leading indi- 
cator is of course the construction sector which 
improved by 0.4 per cent over the rate of last year for the 
same period, thus signalling that investor pessimism is 
winding down and possibly that demand has caught up 
with supply. Industry grew by 2.2 per cent (in 1996 the 
industrial sector growth rate was a negative six per cent) 
due to considerable growth in the cement and potash 
production (six per cent), and an increase in the manu- 
facturing industries of 1.4 percentage points higher than 
that of the same period last year. Also in the tourism sec- 
tor. tourists from neighbouring Arab countries picked up 


the slack caused by recent regional instabilities and the 
laudable promotional efforts of the Ministry of Tourism, 
which were undertaken in spite of a tight budget and a 
difficult fiscal year, have had a tremendous impact on 
reversing a downward trend. 

Inflation, according to the Department of Statistics, is 
expected to be well within the acceptable range of less 
than five per cent. If the price of bread is lowered the 
inflation rate may drop considerably, especially in the 
food basket, which would increase the real income of 
Jordanians and help boost domestic spending. Given the 
presently even-tempered expectations of the market 
toward the peace process, this lack of optimism may act 
to the advantage of the Jordanian market. In the past, 
high hopes and excessive optimism have led to dismay, 
plummeting expectations and short business cycles wit- 
nessed as immediate market fluctuations (.see for exam- 
ple the sinusoidal pattern of net foreign direct invest- 
ments in Jordan over the past four years). The current 
mature view of Israel and its ruling' party, particularly in 
issues related to trade, will help expectations in Jordan 
become more rational. This should help the Jordanian 
business cycle, the cyclical-like pattern of rise and fall in 
economic activity, become more stable and prolonged. 

But whai advice can be noted to speed the recovery at 
this stage (there is, of course, always the slight chance 
that the" numbers may not be true which would render 


any hodgepodge of prescriptions utterly redundant and 
outright embarrassing) and how can one resurrect the 
market? One may argue, alas correctly, that the market 
system in Jordan does not behave as a mariceL. Such an 
assertion will not be far from the truth because market 
distortions causing market failure are alive and rampant 
In other words, the economic reform must continue until 
both macro and micro economic aspects of the market 
are reformed. Failures due to: the large government size 
and its side effect, extreme bureaucracy: monopolistic 
practices and the existence of high concentranon id the 
vital sectors; asymmetric information, such as the igno- 
rance of the buyer of production defects or outright 
cheating and the lack of information in almost every 
market; and the under-regulated negative externalities, 
arising from production or consumption should be abol- 
ished. In addition, the globalisation game, when played 
with large neighbouring economies, should be 
approached with extreme caution. Just as the benefits 
may be large relative to the size of an economy as small 
as ours, so are the losses. 

Furthermore, the information flow must be enhanced 
and become available to all, because the availability of 
information reduces the possibility of irrational expecta- 
tions. reduces market runs, and brings prices closer to 
market prices. The alternative is vulnerability and non- 
market behaviour. So let’s not wait too long. 




All war criminals 
should be arrested 




By Norman Cigar and 
I^uIR Williams 
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THE RECENT press reports 
that NATO has officially aban- 
doned its efforts to arrest Serb 
leadens Radovan Karadzic and 
General Rntko Mladic, indict- 
ed by the International 
Criminal Tribunal for war 
crimes they committed against 
the Muslims in Bosnia, cannot 
but hearten not only these two 
individuals, but all other cur- 
rent and would-be war crimi- 
nals around the wodd. The 
admission they are not being 
sought actively comes at a par- 
ticularly sensitive time, just 
before the September elections 
in Bosnia, and will bolster 
hard-liners in all of Bosnia's 
communities by suggesting to 
them that they can stonewall 
key tenets of the 1995 Dayton 
Accords and get away with it 
Do NATO forces know 
where Karadzic and Mladic 
are? If NATO forces monitor 
their movements, they should 
If NATO does not monitor 
their movements, why doesn't 
it? Their arrest is feasible. U.S. 
military leaders have long 
insisted on die need for “over- 
whelming force” for any oper- 
ation. That condition exists. If. 
for example, Karadzic's 
whereabouts are known, 
NATO armour and air. at little 


risk to itself, could easily sur- 
round his isolated hideout in 
Pale and force his surrender. It 
is unlikely that any of 
Karadzic's bodyguards would 
fi ght and die to save him if 
laced by SFOR's overwhelm- 
ing force. After al they are in 
it only for the money. 

The Bosnian Serb leaders 
now in power are not likely to 
jeopardise their positions or the 
gains made at Dayton by con- 
fronting NATO. They will con- 
tinue to cooperate with SFOR 
insofar as it in their interest to 
do so, as has been true up to 
now, no more, no less. 

Mladic and his key officers 
are apparently now permanent- 
ly in Belgrade, where he has 
been seen before in public. 
Yugoslavia’s President 
Slobodan Milosevic, as a sig- 
natory to the Dayton Accords, 
is committed to co-operating 
with the Tribunal. That means 
handing over indicted war 
criminals such as Mladic when 
they enter Yugoslavia. The 
West recently successfully 
pressured Croatia into handing 
over major Bosnian Croat fig- 
ures indicted by the Hague. It 
makes sense to develop a simi- 
lar strategy toward Milosevic 
to force him to hand Mladic 
over, rather than sweeping the 
past under the rug. 

Bringing such high-visibility 


figures as Karadzic and Mladic 

to justice is as important as 
ever. First, their trial would 
tie legitimise the concept of 
genocide and show that the 
world does not consider terror- 
ising innocent civilians an 
acceptable policy. Second, this 
would also show that its perpe- 
trarors will pay a price for such 
crimes as Srebrenica and 
Sarajevo and discourage copy- 
cat genocide. Third, this will 
defirse calls for individual 
revenge. Finally, bringing 
Karadzic and Mladic to justice 
will place primary responsibil- 
ity where it beiongs — on 
those individual leaders — and 
remove the burden of this 
crime from the entire Serb 
nation. 

Ultimately, this is not only a 
moral issue, but also good 
Realpolitflc. Without the arrest 
of Karadzic and Mladic, peace, 
reconciliation, and stability in 
Bosnia — far from assured in 
any event — will be made thar 
much more remote. 


Dr. Norman Cigar is a Senior 
Associate with the Public 
International Law and Policy 
Group. Washington, DC. 
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After the U.S. strikes on Afghanistan it is clear that ‘ baddies’ don't 
respond as they do in video games , as John Sweeney reports 


THEY HAD just made it through the Khyber 
Pass. crossing into Afghanistan, when the black 
turbans of the Taleban came into view. Everyone 
was ordered off the bus. while the "soldier- 
monks." swathed in gunbelts and wielding 
Kalashnikovs, searched the passengers for guns, 
gold and anything “un-Islamic.” 

She was 24. hiding her femininity from head to 
loe. so completely that even her eyes were shroud- 
ed by rhe thick gauze of the "shuttlecock burka”. 
But she had made a terrible mistake. Her finger- 
nails were still risible, coaled with red varnish. 

The Taleb. u thick-set man with the trademark 
fungoid beard, grabbed her while her. husband, 
helpless to defend her, looked on aghast, his hands 
trembling. The other passengers stared, dumb- 
struck. as the Taleb took out a steel nail-cutter and 
snapped off a fingernail at the root so her hand was 
painted red. not with varnish but with blood. 

The eyewitness to the Taleban manicure was 
“Shazia." an intelligent and beautiful Afghan 
woman whose dreams of becoming a doctor can 
never be realised under a regime where women 
must spend their lives inside the four walls of their 
home, as chattel to their men. Shazia listed some 
of the things that Taleban forbid: “No pho- 
tographs. not even of children. No education for 
girls. No pictures. No nail polish. No high heels. 
No make-up. No earrings. No rings on lingers. No 
perfume.” 

What about money? 

"Why have money if you cannot leave home, 
even to go to the market? Nothing. Nothing. 
Nothing.” 

Shazia hates the “soldier-monks,” so her con- 
demnation of the American missile attack — the 
wits call it their policy of “destructive engage- 
mem” — is all the more striking. 

“It was really stupid for the Americans to attack 
Afghanistan.” she said. ‘They have boosted the 
image of the Taleban.” 

“Stupid" is the word one hears again and again 
from people who know Afghanistan when talking 
about the U.S. attack. A British aid worker based 
in Kabul reiterated it last week: "The attack came 
as a big surprise because I never thought the 


Americans could do something so stupid.” Farsul 
Qasi. the chief reporter of the Khyber Mail — per- 
haps the most glamorous newspaper title in the 
English-speaking world — shook his head in 
despair as an unseen imam bellowed “Pray for the 
destruction of the West” from a mosque in 
Peshawar, capital of the North-West Frontier 
Province. 

“The attack was stupid because it makes life 
much harder for liberal Muslims. A week ago no 
one had heard of Osama Ben Laden. Now some- 
one in the bazaar has two posters of him for sale. 
The fundamentalists have never done well in 
Pakistan. They got eight per cent of the vote at the 
last election. Thanks to tlie Americans, they will 
become ever more popular” 

Bui it was an Afghan living in exile from ihe 
TaJchan in Peshawar who summed it up. The 
attack shows that the Americans do not under- 
stand the way Afghanistan works. One Arab who 
lives ihere ioid me: “All the Americans have to do 
is give me just one cruise missile, and I would give 
them ihe skin from the head and body of Osama 
Ben Laden." 

None of these critics of U.S. policy arc friends 
of the Tiilcbun. its one-ey ed leader. Mullah Omar, 
or their guest. Ben Laden, currently said to be 
holed up in a "Batcavc” tricked out with sat- 
phones, fridge-freezers and computers all linked 
to the Internet, somewhere in the hills above 
Kandahar. 

The Taleban is not restricted lo the mountains of 
Afghanistan. It straddles the Pakistani border into 
Peshawar. Even here its writ runs. Shazia has bom 
threatened with a knife by' a Taleban in Peshawar 
for talking about women's rights. She showed him 
her own knife and said: “I've got one, loo." The 
threat is enough for her to ask me not lo use her 
real name. 

The U.S. attack on the Afghan bases is full of 
ironies. The U.S. military knew where the bases 
were because they helped build them to withstand 
Soviet attack. The “Terrorists'* use U.S. Marine 
training manuals, translated inio Arabic, on how to 
break down weapons and make booby traps. 
These were supplied in the Islamist fighters when 


they were anti-Soviet goodies back in the 1980s. 
not 1990s baddies. 

And zapping Ben Laden was never going to be 
a Gulf war-style video game. Peter Jouvenal a 
British cameraman and one of a handful of 


Westerners to meet Ben Laden, describes prepara- 
tions for his meeting. “We were called at our hotel 


and left in the middle of the night We were blind- 
folded and the car stopped on a mountain road. 
TTrere we were body-searched and a metal detec- 
tor was passed over us. three times. We were told 
to confess if we had any tracking devices. 

“When we met him 1 was not Slowed to use my 
own camera. They had their own one, which 
worked. Ben Laden was surrounded by Arabs, 
fighters who had fought with him during the jihad 
against the Russians. He had no English but he 
was confident and relaxed They're not stupid 
They know all about modem technology and they 
know what they’re doing ” 

The same cannot be said for the Americans you 
meet in this part of the world — who filter, advise 
and enforce their country's foreign policy. One. a 
clean-faced preppy dresser in tie and jacket, came 
across as an Afghan edition of Alden Pyle Graham 
Greene's original Quits American — the naive 
CIA evangelist of Vietnam. 

As with Pyle, the earnest righteousness was 
written on Ms youthful face. But subtlety? An 
understanding of the Afghan mentality? 
Knowledge of how Afghanistan works? None of 
those. 

When a few colleagues ribbed the Quiet 
American about his country’s policy of "destruc- 
tive engagement” with the terrorist threat, he 
shrugged. “It's going to be a long war.” he said 

His words were echoed a few days later when 
we met aTaleb, a teacher ramming home the mes- 
sage of Islamic purity' to a seminary — or madras- 
sah — frill of Muslim boys, rocking on their 
haunches and learning the Koran by rote. The 
Taleb. Syedui Arifeen, said: “It's going to be a 
long war.” 

The two sides are squared up for the fight The 
grounds for on ideological conflict ore already 
sewn, like so many dragon’s teeth. On the Quiet 


American's side are the four areas of concern the 
United Slates had raised with the Taleban before 
the bombs fell on Ben Laden's camps. First was 
terrorism. Second narcotics — Afgahniscm is 
catching up with Burma as the world's biggest 
exporter of heroin. Third, human rights, and in 
particular the lark of education for girls. Fourth for 
the Taleban to create a broad-based government- 
On all four grounds, there had been no movement. 

So when the FBI told Clinton and the Joint 
Chiefs that ii was pretty sure that it was Ben Laden 
who had been behind the bombings of the U.S. 
embassies in Africa, the Americans sent him and 
his friends a message they would understand 

But the Taleban, and their friends across the 
Arab World do not speak the same language as 
the U.S. Instead of the intended message of the 
U.S. missiles, they see it as the act of a corrupt arid 
depraved president being seduced by a Jewish 
women, symbol of Israel's seduction of America. 

That Monica Lewinsky is Jewish may seem nei- 
ther here nor there in Britain or America. In 
Pakistan and Afghanistan it is the clincher for a 
Zionist plot They see the corrupt and depraved 
culture of the West seeking to destroy Islam. But 
Islam, they promise, will fight back. “Pray for the 
destruction of the West," cried the imam of 
Peshawar’s most fiery mosque last Biday. ‘‘Pray 
for the West to be divided imo pieces so that it can 
just as the West has done to Islam.” 

, ‘^91 far from the mosque in Peshawar where the . 
jmara was calling for the fall of the West lies the 
Lhnstian graveyard a legacy of the Great Game 
as it was played in the time of the British Raj. The 
gravestones are cracked with age. and weeds aid 

u 00 !!? U P the slabs, mocking the 

heartfelt farewells. A cross overgrown by tents, 
tears the inscription: “Capt Duncan Kyd 
October 2 1 . 1 862. Erected by his broth' 
er officers." 

Ooe can t help feeling that there will be more 
crosses and crescents in graveyards, testimony 10 
ives cut short as the long war is foughi out in d* 
years to come. 
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cuts jobless rate with spending spree 


,• By Erik Kirschbaum 

Reuters 

CHANCELLOR HELMUT KOHL’S 
government, fighting an uphill battle 
for re-election, is throwing vast sums 
of cash at job creation schemes in the 
once communist east in a desperate 
bid to cut the politically explosive 
jobless rate, standing at 17 per cent. 

.Unemployment in east Germany 
soared above 20 per cent last year, 
but the government was then on a 
stricL diet, trying to qualify for 
.Europe's monetary union and loath 
to' spend money on job-creation 
schemes. 

A year later, with Germany’s place 
in monetary union secure and a fed- 
eral election on September 27th, the 
need for fiscal restraint seems less 
pressing. 

“There’s no shortage of money at 
all right now,” said an official from 
tie Berlin labour office. 

“There's been a massive increase in 


funding for employment schemes, 
u s fairly obvious that this is being 
done for political reasons. The 
money is just pouring in this year.” 
Emergency Spending Kohl, who was 
widely mocked for rowing back on a 
promise to halve the unemployment 
race by 2000, approved an emergency 
plan in March to spend an extra one 
billion marks ($574.4 million) to cre- 
ate thousands of so-called ABMs, or 
make- work jobs, in the east. 

Combined with other spending, the 
Federal Labour Office will devote a 
total of 12 billion marks in 1998 to 
job creation schemes — twice as 
much as in 1997 — that will have so 
far given about 180,000 easterners 
temporary work. 

The number of unemployed in the 
east fell to 1.35 million in July, the 
most recent figures available, from a 
peak in February of 1.60 million. In 
west Germany the problem is far less 
severe and the national unemploy- 
ment rate is 10.7 per cent. 


“The government is only trying to 
make the statistics look better," said 
Gunda Roestei, an east German 
leader of the environmental Greens 
party, “They aren’t interested in the 
long-term labour market outlook in 
the east.” Kohl, the Western world’s 
longest serving leader, bas seen his 
re-election hopes hurt above all by 
the high jobless rate. 

It is one of the main reasons he has 
trailed opposition challenger Ger- 
hard Schroeder since March. 

OPPOSITION CONDEMNS 
SPENDING AS TRANSPARENT 
PLOY Schroeder, other leaders in his 
Social Democratic (SPD) party and 
organised labour officials have con- 
demned the Kohl government spend- 
ing as a short-sighted and transparent 
ploy to win the election. 

They complain man y of the newly 
created government-sponsored jobs 
are limited to between three and six 
months, and say that after the elec- 
tion, the money will dry up again. 


They have accused Kohl of trying to 
buy votes. 

Others have pointed out that east 
German CDU officials have been 
uiging companies, even in newspaper 
advertisements, to hire unemployed 
people to help Kohl win re-election. 

“Kohl’s government has pumped 
up spending on job creation schemes 
six months before the election,” 
Schroeder said. “They had cut money 
for these programmes in the past and 
now they are raising them before the 
election. Their motives are obvious.” 
Labour Minister Norbert Bluem 
rejects the criticism that the govern- 
ment is trying to spend its way to 
lower headline unemployment fig- 
ures. 

“We’re seeing a turn round in the 
unemployment rate in the east." he 
said. “You’d have to be blind not to 
see it.” But Bernhard Jagoda, presi- 
dent of the Federal Labour Office, 
said the upturn in the east was due in 
large part to the job creation schemes 


and there were no signs of a broad- 
based recovery in the eastern labour 
market. 

There are about 210,000 people 
working in the so-called ABM jobs, 

34.000 more than last year. Another 

188.000 are in other government- 
supported job schemes, up 15,000 
from 1997. 

The Berlin newspaper 
Tageszeitung called the increasing 
trend towards three to six-month 
ABM contracts “a quickie against 
unemployment”. 

FAST-BURNING FIRE FOR THE 
ELECTION Independent economists 
also doubt about the long-term 
prospects of many of the job creation 
schemes. 

“The government is doing every- 
thing it can to cosmetically improve 
the job market in the east.’’ said 
Ulrich Beckmann, economist at 
Deutsche Bank. 

The schemes are often quite gener- 
ous. Eastern companies that hire the 


long-term unemployed can receive 
subsidies of more than 2,000 marks a 
month for a year and are under no 
obligation to keep the newly hired 
staff beyond thar point. 

“That means that if a company pays 
the worker minimum wages, they 
would only have to pay about 20 per- 
cent of the total wage costs," said one 
labour office official. “It’s almost 
like getting free help.” Rolf 
Schwanitz. a leading eastern SPD 
member of parliament, accused Kohl 
of election-year manipulation and 
said the government had created 

200.000 ABM jobs while some 

300.000 positions in manufacturing 
and the service industry jobs had 
been eliminated. 

“Kohl is spending billions of marks 
on a fast-burning fire made of straw 
to win the election." he said. 

“It’s a farce for him to talk about a 
turn round in the labour market in the 
east. The eastern voters won’t fall for 
his strategy of tricks and deception." 


Health 


Two brains are better Egypt’s AIDS patients suffer social stigma 

iL. ^ __ _ By Sara Khalili Among the problems is a strong social barrier hot-line was established in 1996 to give coun- 

I I 1 || || Reuters to talking openly about sexual transmission of selling and support. 

* ■ ■ I I the virus which causes AIDS. “Eevorians are not aware ennueh of the serf- 


You will need both sides of your cerebrum 
functioning if you are to understand all of this 

article 


By Jerome Burae 

ARE YOU a left-brain or a right-brain sort of 
person? Left brainers, according to one “rela- 
tionship guide” published this summer, are 
“blunt, straightforward, tenacious" and so 
may need some help in understanding “intu- 
itive and spontaneous” right-brainers. The 
book is' just the latest of dozens that have 
exploited die popular idea of a link between 
poscmaJity^^andtbewrKkingsofourixai^ 
It-aU began 30 years ago 'Mien Scientific 
American magazine published an article 
describing what happens if you cut the con- 
nerijop. between die two halves of the brain, so 
tbey-no longer communicate with each other. 
jLaogoa ge and problem solving were found to - 
be thejbb of the left side, while visual and spa- 
tial tasks were earned out by the speechless 
i^fat hemisphere. Hence the popular idea that 
our brains boused (his neurological odd cou- 
ple. 

But “dicbotomania,” as such over-simplifi- 
cation has been dubbed, obscures a much 
more interesting debate about how die left and 
right brains actually interact in daily life. “Far 
from being die silent one, lost in a creative 
haze,” says Robert Orastein, professor of cog- 
nitive neuroscience at Dartmouth College in 
New Hampshire and author of a new book on 
the two hemispheres, “the right brain turns out 
to be vital for understanding the really inter- 
esting aspects of language, like jokes, lies and 
metaphors.” 

However, one of the authors of the original 
Scientific American article. Professor Michael 
Gazzaniga, formerly of Stanford University in 
California, disagrees. He has written an update 
for the magazine, published last month, which 
declares that “the left brain's consciousness fer 
surpasses that of the right-” 

Gazzaniga ’s claim is rooted in one of the 
most striking of die early findings — that the 
left brain is die ultimate story-teller. It spins 
yams to explain what is going on, with 
absolutely no concern for the truth. For 
instance. Gazzaniga would write out a request, 
such as ‘"pick up that shovel” and reveal it only 
to toe left eye of a split-brain patient, so that 
toe information is processed by the brain’s 
right hemisphere (visual signals from the left 
eye are sent to the right side of the brain). 

Then he would ask the patient: “Why did 
you pick up that shovel?" The reply would 
come from tbs left hemisphere, the only one 
that can speak. Although there was no access 
to the real reason, because tire link to the right 
brain was cut, the patient would give some 
plausible explanation about tidying up or 
putting k in a safe place. 

Subsequent research suggests that this 
‘‘interpreter mechanism,” as Gazzaniga called 
it, may-lie behind the phenomenon of false 
memory. If you ask a normal person about 
something they have seen, they will often 
include details that were not actually there — 
a well-known problem for eye-witness 
reports. Studies of split-brain patients show 
that the left bain is far more likely to make 
these emits than the right Brain scans have 
shown that when a true memory is being 
, recalled only the righi brain lights up, while 
both hemispheres are active during a false one. 

Mostly, however, the “interpreter mecha- 
nism" is reliable. In fact, Gazzaniga believes 
the left hemisphere is what gives us our sense 
of identity. One of the brain’s many extraordi- 
nary feats is taking info rmatio n from hundreds 

of modules — for speech, for movement for 
vision and so on — and integrating them into 
a whole, so we can say. “I did this, I saw tftaL” 
Gazzaniga suggests that this could be done by 
ihe Jeft hemisphere, endlessly trying to explain 
why things happen. “The inventive and inter- 
preting left hemisphere,” he concludes, “has a 
tt’nsrious experience very different from that 
°f die truthful, literal right brain.” 

Gmstein’s interpretation could not be more 
different For him the right hrain is the one (bar 
8*ves us an overall view of the world and 


enables us to understand where we are. He 
was one of the researchers involved in the 
debate from the be ginning . It was his best-sell- 
ing book. The Psychology of Consciousness, 
that helped to popularise the original idea of 
the division of labour between the two hemi- 
spheres. When he returned to the subject 30 
years later, he found over 40,000 scientific 
papers on the subject 

Particularly revealing were a series of stud- 
ies into left and right brain function using that 
valuable neurological research tool — die 
joke. “Most of the time we don’t think about 
jokes, they are either funny or they aren’t,” 
says Omstein. “But this research shows that 
understanding a. joke requires some quite 
complex mental processing, much of which 
goes on in the right brain.” In -his* new book. 
The Right Mind: Making Sense of die Hemi- 
spheres (Harcourt Brace), be gives an exam- 
ple: “A woman wants to code a rabbit stew but 
the hares hanging at the butcher's are quite 
large, so she says to the butcher; Td like to 
make some rabbit stew but these things are too 
big. Could you cut one in two for me?' Then 
comes the punch line ‘Sony ma’am, we don’t 
split hares here.’” Not a rip roarer but a nice lit- 
tle pun, a play on hare/hair. However, research 
by Professor Howard Gardner at Harvand Uni- 
versity has found that patients with right train 
damage do not get jokes like this. 

“To understand a joke you have to be able to 
follow the story and toy to guess at what is 
going to happen,” Orastein says. “You know 
the punch line will not be what you expected 
but, and this is the important part, it will fit in 
with the story in a surprising way. The prob- 
lem that right-twain patients have is that they 
can’t hold a situation in toeir mind — and then 
relate it to the word play that links the two ” 

It seems that the right brain is what we use 
to understand the context, which is why these 
patients also find it difficult to spot sarcasm. 
Take this situation. The boss asks a secretary 
to send off some letters quickly. Some hours 
later be finds her making a social phone call to 
a friend, the letters unposted. “You have been 
working hard,” the boss says. As a right brain 
patient why he said that and you are likely to 
get a fantastical explanation of why he might 
want to praise the secretary. Here, Gazzaniga’ s 
“interpreter mechanism” is hard ai work with- 
out tire right brain to keep it in check. 

“There’s a pattern emerging from this sort of 
research that shows the right brain handling 
amb iguous, metaphorical information where 
you need to be able to see toe broad picture,” 
says Omstein. “The left brain does better at 
activities that are sequential and precise, 
which is why it is used for language and fine 
muscular movements.” 

Apart from this ability to see the big picture, 
the right brain is also in charge of an appar- 
ently mixed bag of other functions with no 
obvious link, such as negative emotions, the 
control of large muscle groups and musical 
perception. But why? 

Omstein’s other suggestion is that the link 
originates in the womb. Because the right 
hemisphere develops slightly faster, it gets to 
handle the low-frequency sounds heard inside 
the mother's body. Immediately after birth, it 
deals with the equally broad-brush visual 
information about the mother’s face. 

Otter important early functions like 
responding to unpleasant emotions and con- 
trolling the movements of large muscles are 
routed to the right brain for the same reason. 
This earfy experience with the broad, fuzzy 
picture, Orastein believes, could form the 
basis for handling ambiguous information 
laret 

ft is all a long way from the logical left and 
the free-spirited right Thirty years on. the left 
looks more like a salesman, the right acoipo- 
rate strategist but you need both every minute 
of the day. 


— The Independent 


By Sara Khalili 

Reuters 

LIFE CHANGED dramatically for the 35-year- 
old Egyptian when he found out three years ago 
that he had caught the AIDS virus after having 
sex with a foreign woman. 

He was kicked out of his house by his broth- 
ers and lost his job as a janitor at a Cairo hotel. 

“My mother and 1 have nowhere to stay...we 
live in the streets after my brothers kicked me 
out of the house when they found I had AIDS,” 
said the man, exhausted and ill as he sat at a 
Cairo hospital waiting for his regular treat- 
ments. 

Like other AIDS patients in Egypt, be 
declined to be named for fear of being 
ostracised by a mostly conservative society 
where strict cultural taboos frown on premarital 
sex. 

“My own family is scared of me,” said the 
man, his eyes bloodshot and skin a sickly yel- 
low. He said he has difficulty walking. “When 1 
walk from here to the door 1 get exhausted.” 
Health officials in the mainly-Muslera country 
say they have made progress in breaking the 
social stigma of the Acquired Immune Defi- 
ciency Syndrome (AIDS) but still have a long 
way to go. 

“We protect them (AIDS patients) from soci- 
ety, because AIDS carries a stigma with it," said 
Dr Al-Said Aoun, the health ministry’s under- 
secretary of preventive affairs. 

Since 1986, 655 of Egypt's more than 60 mil- 
lion people have been diagnosed with HIV and 
360 of them have died. 

While the number of cases is not described as 
epidemic, the Health Ministry and the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) still fear numbers 
may grow. 


Among the problems is a strong social barrier 
to talking openly about sexual transmission of 
the virus which causes AIDS. 

Aoun said many Egyptians tend to think 
AIDS patients are sexually deviant. “We give 
AIDS patients and their families counselling,” 
be said. 

The virus which causes AIDS is spread most 
commonly by sexual contact with an infected 
partner. It is also spread through contact with 
infected blood. 

A Health Ministry report recognised that 
AIDS was a public health threat in Egypt 
because of aggravating local factors. 

These include the high prevalence of popula- 
tions with blood and renal disorders wbo need 
multiple transfusions. Egypt is also an impor- 
tant tourist, academic and economic centre in 
the Middle East, it noted 

Health officials said they are taking preventive 
measures. 

Blood is screened thoroughly and only dis- 
posable syringes are used. Condoms are avail- 
able in pharmacies. 

Educating people against the risk of sexual 
transmission is more difficult 

The manager of Egypt’s National AIDS Con- 
trol Programme, Dr. Nasr El-Sayyed, said that 
most of the education about sexual transmission’ 
of HIV is conveyed through religion. 

“The Islamic religion is the official religion.-*. 
AH youth awareness has to be through this 
frame,” he said. 

The Health Ministry urges people in its AIDS 
awareness booklet “A Message to Youth” to 
abstain from sex outside marriage. 

“If you want to be safe.. .Don't have sex 
before marriage and don’t have sex outside 
marriage,” it says. 

To make access to AIDS information easier, a 


hot-line was established in 1996 to give coun- 
selling and support. 

“Egyptians are not aware enough of the seri- 
ousness of such a disease. They think they are 
far away from it,” said psychiatrist Adel Sadek. 
“Religion is most effective with Egyptians 
because we're a religious society." 

Mohammad al-Khawashky, WHO represen- 
tative in Egypt, said the country was considered 
a “risky zone" even though the number of cases 
was not epidemic. “AIDS is a taboo not only in 
Egypt, it is a taboo almost everywhere," he said. 

Those words rang true for a 20-year-old 
haemophiliac student who got the virus through 
a blood transfusion 1 1 years ago. 

He said his classmates teased him by telling 
jokes about AIDS when they found about his 
infection through a fellow student, whose father 
works in a local health unit. 

Their teacher told the students it was impossi- 
ble for him to have AIDS because patients die 
after a few months. 

“I’m upset because they don't know that I’m 
a victim and contracted the disease through 
blood transfusion, not through drugs or illegiti- 
mate sexual relations," the student said. 

He said he could not tell residents in his town 
about his infection. “If they knew, they would 
be scared of me and give me wend looks.” 
Sayyed says there has been a change of attitude 
m Egyptian society’s acceptance of people with' 
AIDS or HIV. 

One patient wrote in the health ministry's 
AIDS awareness bulletin of the isolation that 
the disease has brought him. 

“When you die. -you find someone to mourn 
you. But when you get infected with the AIDS 
virus, even the closest person runs away.” 


You don’t have to be female to get 

breast cancer 

No breasts? You can still get breast cancer. And men who put off seeing a 

doctor about a lump are at high risk 


By Roger Dobson 

STEPHEN WILSHERE was returning home 
from a summer holiday when he felt a lump on 
his right breast. He was certain it had not been 
there before, and prodded again to make sure it 
was real. “It was a very hot Sunday, and l bad 
put my hand under my shirt to scratch my 
shoulder when I felt this hard lump. I didn’t say 
anything at the time... but the next day I showed 
my wife and she said 1 ought to see the doctor” 

A few days later, after a biopsy, he was diag- 
nosed with breast cancer and within a fortnight 
the ex-pilot and retired computer specialist had 
a mastectomy, followed by radiotherapy and 
treatment with tamoxifen. 

Breast cancer affects one in 1,0 00 men, com- 
pared to one in 1 1 women. But a new study sug- 
gests that men who are high achievers may 
carry a much greater than average risk of the 
disease. Researchers found that rates were high- 
est among graduates, men on high incomes, and 
those with assets of £35,000-pIus. 

Breast cancer in men and women is essential- 
ly the same disease, so researchers believe that 
studying it in men may be an effective way of 
investigating environmental causes. 

Dr. Ann Hsing and her team believe that the 
investigation of male breast cancer may provide 
unique clues about environmental and occupa- 
tional risks that are difficult to detect in women. 
This is because they can be masked by con- 
founding factors such as pregnancy, breast- 
feeding and age at menstruation. 

Male breast cancer is much rarer, but one of 
the problems is men’s reluctance to see a doc- 
tor. While messages aimed at women have been 
highly successful in raising awareness of the 
disease and promoting self-examination, men 
are still in the dark ages of health education. 

“The worst aspect of male breast cancer is that 
men are dying of ignorance,” says Professor Ian 
Fentiman, professor of surgical oncology at 
Guy’s Hospital. “We are still finding that the 
average duration of symptoms is six to nine 
months. 

“That’s a long delay, and the reason is that 
men don’t even think about it as a possibility. 
The real message is that if a man finds a lump 
on one side it needs to be looked at, particular- 


ly if it is not painful." 

Treatment for male breast cancer is similar to 
that for women, but usually involves a mastec- 
tomy because there is too little tissue for more 
conservative surgery to be effective. That is usu- 
ally backed up by removal of the lymph glands, 
radiotherapy for the chest wall and treatment 
with tamoxifen, which appears to have good 
results with hormone-sensitive male breast can- 
cers. 

Men get breast cancer seven years later than 
women, on average, but survival rates are 
almost exactly the same for both sexes if they 
report their symptoms at the same stage. How- 
ever, the overall outcome is worse for men 
because they tend to get diagnosed much later. 

One of the mysteries surrounding male breast 
cancer is the cause, especially in men who do 
not carry a gene that predisposes for the disease. 
Over the years a range, of culprits have been 
looked at. including high-temperature jobs tbar 
may affect the testes, and overhead power 
cables which have been thought to affect the 
release of the hormone melatonin from the 
pineal gland. 

The environmental effects of exposure to hor- 
mones from the female contraceptive pill have 
been investigated; so, too, have various occupa- 
tional carcinogens, cosmetics and perfumes. 

“A whole range of things have been looked aL 
We are not sure, for example, whether electro- 
magnetic fields are a risk factor. There was a 
study which suggested that people who worked 
with generators and transformers might have a 
slight increase in risk. The perfume industry has 
been looked at, and at one time the wearing of 
braces was considered, but that has been dis- 
credited," says Prof. Fentiman. 

T don’t think there is any occupation where 
you can turn around and say, ‘this job is a seri- 
ous risk factor for male breast cancer.’ The trou- 
ble is that you are dealing with small numbers, 
so there will always be the risk of chance asso- 
ciations” 

Research carried out by Dr. Anne Hsing of the 
U.S. National Cancer Institute and colleagues in 
Italy shows that although risk factors cannot be 
pinned down with any certainty to specific jobs, 
they can be linked to social class and wealth. 
The research, reported in the Journal of Occu- 


pational and Environmental Health, examines 
the cases of 201 men who died from breast can- 
cer and finds clear differences in socio-econom- 
ic circumstances. Those with family incomes 
above £35,000 had a 50 per cent greater risk 
than those on lower incomes. Men with assets 
greater than £35,000 were twice as likely to get 
the disease as those with few or no assets; those 
who went to college were also as twice as much 
risk as men who left school early. 

S imil ar observations have been made by Pro- 
fessor Fentiman in his own practice in London: 
T have quite a lot of patients with male breast 
cancer who are high-flying executives,” he says. 

Just what that means is not clear, but one 
lifestyle variable between socio-economic 
groups is diet. 

“As well as reproductive factors, other factors 
that are related to high socio-economic status, 
such as diet and other lifestyle habits, may be 
important, and deserve further investigation,” 
says Dr. Hsing. 

For some men, like Stephen Wilshere, the 
matter is more clear-cut. He carries toe gene for 
breast cancer that caused the death of his moth- 
er and one of his daughters. “I have been tested 
to see whether 1 am carrying toe gene for breast 
cancer, and I am. It means a one in two chance 
that any of my children will also carry the gene. 
If they are male and they are carrying it, there is 
a 10 per cent chance of toeir developing cancer, 
but for females it is between 80 and 85 per 
cent” 

Since his mastectomy, he has worked as a vol- 
unteer for Breast Cancer Care, helping other 
men to come to terms with toeir diagnosis. 
"When they get the results, it affects different 
people in different ways. Some doctors are 
wonderful at breaking toe news, and others are 
terrible; they back into the furthest corner of the 
room and say something like, ‘I don’t think I’ve 
very good news for you,’" he says. 

lie message for men, he concludes, is to get 
symptoms checked early and to remember that 
taking out the tumour is not the end of the story: 
“Anyone can remove the lump; the clever thing 
is to stop toe little bugger coming back again.” 

— The Independent 
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Regent sees need for building new economic model in Arab World 


By Samir Ghawi 


AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hasson, the Regent, Sunday 
said there is a need for 
building a new economic 
model in the Arab World. 

Addressing the opening of 
the 22nd session of the Arab 
Central Bank Governors* 
meeting, the Regent stressed 
that such a model should be 
based on the respect of the 
individual, his/her values 
and worth. 

Acknowledging that cen- 
tra] banks cannot possibly 
be expected to bear the bur- 
den of economic reforms 
through monetary measures 
and policies alone, the 
Crown Prince saw these 
mechanisms as insufficient 
in themselves to bring about 
the aspired growth and 
development. 

“Macro-economic models 
put together cannot separate 
between what goes on in the 
monetary market and what 
takes place in labour and 
production markets,” he said 
noting that monetary policy 
is generally conceived to be 
the employment of financial 
tools such as interest rates, 
exchange rates and reserve 
requirements in addition to 
other elements for control- 
ling money supply. 

The Crown Prince did not 
negate the importance of 
these financial tools and the 
consequences that may 
ensue from any fault or 
defect in steering financial 
matters, but, he told the cen- 
tral bank governors “my 
understanding of your role 
in spurring growth and 
applying reforms is more 
comprehensive and covers 
responsibilities of overall 
growth.” 

The Crown Prince ques- 
tioned why Arab countries 


do not witness more invest- 
ments in joint ventures and 
why there is a lack of suffi- 
cient mechanisms to ease 
die flow of capital and facil- 
itate funding of joint devel- 
opment projects. 

"It is our duty to answer 
the Arab people why the 
financing of Arab track has 
not risen to constitute at 
least 20 per cent of our total 
foreign trade,” he said. 

The Regent added that 
central banks face chal- 
lenges in dealing with insta- 
bilities in international mar- 
kets but still, he indicated 
that such global turbulences 
do not constitute priorities 
as far as the Arab citizen is 
concerned. 

*'As an Arab citizen not 
proficient in the monetary 
field. I would like to hear 
from you what could possi- 
bly give me some satisfac- 
tion that Arab capitals will 
continue to provide jobs, 
build projects and be instru- 
mental in combating unem- 
ployment, poverty and 
backwardness,” he cold the 
governors of central banks. 

The Crown Prince high- 
lighted the link between 
economic reform and 
human rights by telling the 
audience: “It is high time to 
declare that divorcing com- 
munity values from eco- 
nomic achievements has 
gone forever." 

‘It is illogical for us to 
speak of comprehensive 
economic reform when we 
opt to ignore human rights 
in its widest concept After 
ah, the human being 
remains the aim of growth,” 
he emphasised. 

Stressing the need to bring 
about a productive commu- 
nity, the Crown Prince said: 
“What should be distributed, 
among the people is really 
that which they themselves 


should produce.*' He point- 
ed out that public finance is 
but a means for redistribu- 
tion in favour of the needy 
and poor in addition to bol- 
stering the productive envi- 
ronment of the community 
in a fair and transparent 
manner. He said poverty 
threatens more than 40 per 
cent of the total population 
of the Arab World. 

He defended every tax- 
payer by saying thai a citi- 


zen who has contributed 
towards building a commu- 
nity has every right to 
enquire about the ways and 
means that the taxes he/she 
pays are handled and how 
the taxes are disbursed. 

“Such a relation consti- 
tutes the basic test for the 
ability of communities in 
our Arab World to move 
from welfare societies to 
productive ones; from an 
import economy to a one 


capable of competing and 
exporting and from depen- 
dency on holding public 
office to active contribution 
in cost-effective economic 
enterprises. 

The second basic aspect 
for advancing the Arab 
economies, the Crown 
Prince pointed out, is the 
definition of the value of the 
human being and his/her 
position in the community. 

He called for initiating a 


merit procedure whereby a 
person's contribution is 
accurately measured and 
properly determined. “Peo- 
ple who are ruled by the 
scales of justice are those 
who are more capable and 
better equipped to work and 
build,” he asserted 
Referring to inter-Arab 
trade, which remains limited 
and below expectations, the 
Regent said “we must admit 
that we contradict our- 


selves.” 

He explained that while it 
is true that in previous 
decades the decline in inter- 

Arab trade was attributed to 
weakness in infrastructure 
and production cost vari- 
eties, nowadays the Arab 
World grumbles at the 
absence of political will for 
activating trade channels. 

“In this respect, we carv- 
not, speak of economic and 
trade obstacles in isolation 


from existing disparities in 
certain basic concepts such 
as democracy, consultation, 
human rights, civil society, 
objectivity, openness, fear 
from other world cultures, 
contemporaneousness, orig- 
inality, and other concepts 
that create duality among 
the Arab states on the one 
hand, and within each indi- 
vidual Arab community on 
the other hand,” the Prince 
said. 



Crown Prince Hassan (centre) presides over the opening session of the meeting 
of Arab Central Bank Govemors.Below, governors and audience listen to the 
Regent's address 



f THE AL-HUSSEIN SOCIETY FOR 
THE HABILITATtON/REHABIUTATION OF THE 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 


Wishes to express Its. gratitude to the 

MARRIOTT HOTEL 


for sponsoring and organising the 13th Annual Charity 
Train Ride to Dabha Castle last Thursday, the 3rd of Sep- 
tember. Without the enthusiasm and complete commitment 
of the Marriott staff from top to bottom, the “desert soiree” ’ 
would not have been such a huge success. 

From the Board and the students of the Al-Hussein 
Society, a heart-felt thanks to all of you. 

We also extend our most sincere thanks to JETT bus com- 
pany for so generously offering the transportation to the rail- 
way station as well as the return trip from Dabha and to the 
numerous other sponsors of the event. 


Yemen to lift subsidies 
on flour and wheat 


SANAA (R) — Yemen 
plans to lift subsidies od 
flour and wheat in the last 
price rises under reforms 
prescribed by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank, President 
AJi Abdullah Saleh has 
said. 

“The last dose will only 
be in the lifting of subsidies 
on wheat and flour,” Saleh 
told a conference on finan- 
cial and administrative 
reforms in Sanaa. 

“Despite the hardships 
and the sufferings by our 
masses and the damage 
incurred to the national 
economy from the last price 
rises, we hope it will be the 
last dose.” he said without 


indicating when the subsi- 
dies would be lifted. 

Yemen, one of Arab 
World’s most impoverished 
countries, started imple- 
menting the economic 
reform programme in 1995 
and has since been plagued 
by waves of popular 
protests. In June, Yemen 
was rocked by almost two 
weeks of protests and vio- 
lence when the government 
raised prices of some food- 
stuffs and petrol by up to 40 
per cent as pan of the 
reforms. 

Yemen's Central Bank 
Governor Ahmad A I 

Samawi said earlier that 
economic reforms were 
beginning to bear fruit 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


ACROSS 
1 Depict distinctly 
5 Cousteau 
invention 

10 Fete 

14 Askew 

15 Also-ran 

16 Algerian port 

17 Contended 

1 6 In plain view 

IP Part of a three- 
piece suit 

20 Outgoing one 

22 Discontinue 

23 Base thief 

24 Get an earful 

26 Way in: abbr. 

27 Thrower 

31 Fine-grained 
mineral 

35 Mischievous 
pixie 

37 Comic- strip 
pooch 

38 Homeric epic 

40 Little yelp 

42 Comic Kovacs 

43 Cowboy's 
garage? 

45 Pause fillers 

47 Brief time 

periods 

48 More Strict 

50 Make a choice 

52 Abominable 
snowman 

53 Strategic 
position 

58 Fusses 

61 Opening offers 

63 Tel -Jaffa 

64 Cubic meter 

65 Legal claim 

66 Amusement 
park ttiriR 

67 Belgrade 
residents 

68 In _ (in actual 
being) 

69 Fragrance 

70 Rendezvous 

71 Understands 
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THEN I SUPPOSE 
WE MIGHT AS 
UfEU COME OUT. 





Andy Capp 


Huntington Beach, CA 


DOWN 

1 Roofs 
overhang 

2 


4 Many-headed 
monster 

5 Ljubljana 
resident 

6 In secret 

7 Computer 
operator 

B Ship bunks 

9 Craftsmanship 

10 Stale leaders 

11 Square 

• measure 

12 Highland 
maiden 

13 Pot starter 

21 Corrida cheer 

22 "Alfa' star 

25 Chicago transp. 

28 Departed 

29 Classic saga 

30 Deli breads 

31 Muscle spasms 

32 Plenty 

33 Bologna 
currency 
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I II never get rich or famous 
by being a great husband, 
so what’s my incentive?" 


Unscramble these four Jumbles 
ona letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Aijplrion 
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fishy whisk widest NOZZLE 
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Rich no longer feel embarrassed, ashamed 
from buying used clothes from ‘baleh’ 


**. THE MARKET of tbe poor, known in 
Arabic as “haleb," has become the preferred 
shopping place for the rich who are looking 
j& reality, good m ate ri a l and models amid 
decorating economic conditions and low 
incomes. Unlike past years, the rich are not 
ashamed or hesitant from going to the “baleh" 
.and competing with tbe poor who are left only 
wiib third grade goods which are now being 
classified according to quality and price. 

- Surprising^ enough, the people who were 
irtenriewed. whether rich or poor, were not 
hesitant or embarrassed to answer the ques- 
tions put to them. Pharmacist Mohammad 
Jamil sakt “I don’t feel any embarrassment 
for frequenting the stores of used clothes. The 
financial and economic situation in general 
have affected the people's thinkin g and have 
broken the psychological barriers of shopping 
ftom baleh stores." 

Mousa Khalaf Ghayaleen said; “I am one of 
file pioneers who frequent the baleh market 
without any reservation. My family consists 
of 13 members and my financial situation 
does not qualify roe to buy new clothes. 
Moreover, tbe old clothes suffice the need.” 

Manat Zu’bi, an owner of a baleh store, 
said: “Years ago, tbe people frequenting the 
baleh stores were those searching for quality. 
Some of tbe rich used to come but they were 
shy and embarrassed." He continued: 
“Nowadays, everybody comes to buy ftom 
the bald) and many think that buying old 
clothes, especially kids wear would save a lot 
for the family bead especially if he is not able 
to buy new clothes.” 

Zu'bi referred to the difficult economic situ- 
ation and the effect it has on market activity 
especially when prices of goods from some 
European countries at baleh shops are some- 
times more expensive than new ones. He 
stressed that the embarrassment and shyness 


that prevailed among people have completely 
disappeared “because the consumer is faced 
to deal with baleh shops without considering 
quality." 

Ibrahim Ayadet, a consumer; said: “I choose 
my clothes ftom these fbakh) stores and 1 see 
no reason to be sensitive to frequent used- 
clothes shops." He added: “1 assure you that 
most of the rich in the country go frequently to 
baleh shops.” 

Inshirah Tawfiq. a housewife, told the inter- 
viewer “I feel great ease when I leave a haleh 
shop after securing clothes for my children 
because my husband is unable tot buy new 
clothes for my children." She added: “ I don’t 
blame him because his salary, in these days 
and under such difficult conditions, is barely 
enough to continue living.” 

‘*1 absolutely do not hesitate buying from 
baleh shops" said Abdullah OlaimaL “Tbe 
price differs much between new and used 
clothes and that affects tbe head of the family." 

Frras Abu Aleem. owner of a used-clothes 
shop, said financial difficulties have forced 
people to turn to the baleh shops. “All groups 
of people come to shop here ” he added noting 
that demand is high for women clothes and 
then children wear. 

Mohammad Khalil, another shopowner, 
agreed that economic hardships pushed the 
people to go to the baleh market in addition to 
the quality of goods that are displayed there. 
“The people are more convinced to buy for- 
eign goods even if they were second-hand,” 
he indicated noting that baleh shops are dis- 
playing new and unique clothes. 

T shop from the baleh market because of 
the good quality of goods. 1 hope our national 
industries would rise to the same level of 
European industries,” he said stressing that tiie 
economic conditions push people to buy from 
the baleh shops (A1 Ra'i). 


New board of directors takes over management of 
troubled Jordan Tobacco and Cigarettes Company 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has dissolved the debt- 
ridden Jordan Tobacco and 
Cigarettes Company board 
of directors and appointed a 
new board comprised of 
representatives from the pri- 
vate and public sectors, offi- 
cials said Sunday.. 

“The new board will con- 
sider all suggested options 
to solve die company's 
(finance] problem, includ- 
ing liquidating the company 
and capitalising some of its 
debts and rescheduling the 
others," said Loay Mumsar. 
comptroller of companies at 
the Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Supply. 

According to Finance 
Minister Michel Marto, the 
government will study the 
company's situation and 
decide whether or not to 
capitalise the debts. 

“The new board of direc- 
tors will be headed by rep- 
resentatives from the Arab 
Bank. The deputy chairman 
will be Saleh Tarawneh, 
secretary general of the 
Ministry of Labour,” said 
Mumsar. 

The Court of Appeals last 
week overruled a Court of 
First Instance ruling 
appointing a caretaker to 
manage the troubled com- 
pany after the Arab Bank 
sued it for defaulting on its 
JD5.5 million debt to the 
bank. 

The new board of direc- 
tors, which is scheduled to 
start its mission today, com- 


prises representatives from 
the Industrial Development 
Bank, A.NJZ. Grindlay’s. 
the Social Security 
Corporation and the 
Ministry of Finance, 
Mumsar told the Jordan 
Times. 

In a related incident, a 
worker at the tobacco man- 
ufacturer went on strike last 
week for two hours because 
the company did not pay 
overtime wages for three 
months, salaries for August 
and fund interest which was 
due in June. 

Labour Minister Mahdi 
Farhan said the government 
supports the workers and 
will seek all means to 


ensure they are compensat- 
ed. 

The Union of Workers in 
Food and Industry also 
backs the workers in their 
demands. 

“The union supports the 
workers demands and will 
do its best to ensure they 
receive all their payments," 
said Fathalla Emrani, 
deputy head of the union. 

According to Emrani, the 
union will meet today with 
the regional officer of the 
Arab Bank to discuss the 
issue. 

The tobacco company's 
sales were negatively 
affected by the entry of 
three cigarette manufactur- 


ers over the last three years 
after enjoying decades of 
monopoly and state protec- 
tionism. 

According to the compa- 
ny's records, the company 
lost JD2.5 million in 1996. 
Subsequently, the ratio of 
total liabilities to sharehold- 
ers equity increased from 
67.29 per cent to 78.53 per 
cent. 

The market value of the 
share in 1996 was JD8.5 
and the book value of the 
share was JD10. 

The company’s assets, 
according to Amman 
Financial Market figures, 
are worth JD24 million. 

The company’s current 


and long-term liabilities 
reached JD21 million aDd 
JD1.5 million respectively. 

The company earlier 
refused to detail its overall 
■debts. 

Jordan Tobacco and 
Cigarettes Company was 
established in 1933 and has 
400 employees on its pay- 
roll. It produces different 
brands of cigarettes includ- 
ing Philadelphia Express, 
Gold Star, Top Twenty. 
Kama?. Reem International, 
Reem, Camel, Gold Coast 
and Aspen. 
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SHANGHAI (AFP) — 
Foreign investors are still 
bullish on prospects in China 
despite the Asian financial 
crisis, according to foe results 
of a survey published by the 
official China Daily. 

The Price Waterhouse 
Coopers survey-found tbai 42 
r j»er cent of 101 intexnational 
companies in’ Shanghai 
agreed China would remain 
attractive to investors if it 
could sustain stable growth 
inspite of the crisis. 

“It indicates foreign 
investors have very strong 
confidence in China,” the 
report quoted Ying Xiao. 
China Market Research man- 
ager of die accountancy firm 
assaying. 

“China is sure to stand out 
as a tremendously competi- 
tive place for investment after 
the region emerges from its 
current woes. But it will be a 
big job for the Chinese gov- 
ernment to sustain economic 
growth,” he said. 

The government has target- 
ted a gross domestic product 
growth rate of eight per cem 
this year but has managed to 
achieve only a seven per cent 
growth rate in the first half 
year. 

Local economists said foe 


Survey finds foreign 
investors bullish on China 


financial turmoil crisis and 
foe summer’s devastating 
floods were expected to clip 
one percentage point off the 
growth target. 

The survey found that 43 
per cent of foe respondents 
considered the current 
Chinese .economy somewhat 
healthy while 19 per cent 
thought it was My healthy. 

Sixty-two per cent of the 
respondents expected foe 
economy to grow in the next 
two to three years while 22 
per cent believed it would 
contract. 

Most of the respondents 
regarded unemployment and 
the reform of state-owned 
enterprises as major prob- 
lems facing foe Chinese lead- 
ership. 

The survey also found that 
67 per cent of the respon- 
dents preferred to run their 
own whoUy-foreign -owned 
ventures, with only 25 per 
cent preferring to go into a 
joint venture. 

Xiao said tbe reponse 
showed that foreign busi- 
nessmen were gaining confi- 
dence in tbe Chinese legal 
system, which was offering 
more autonomy for investors 
to run their businesses. 
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.03+ 


.350 

.190 

ZEDS. BBC. 

9 

0.00 

5 

17500 

3675 

.20 

■ 21 

.01+ 


.700 

. J50 

XKDS. CERAMIC 

9.2 

0.00 

2 

1DOO 

350 

.35 

.35 

— 

N 

.950 

.540 

ADVANCED PHARMA. ITO. 

9 

0.00 

1 

lOOO 

560 

.56 

.56 

_ 

R 

1.310 

.760 

NDTRIDAR 

P 

0.00 

5 

11048 

8837 

.80 

.80 

- 

N 

1.000 

.690 

AL-EKBAL PRINTING CO 

10.5 

10.98 

2 

5000 

3450 

.-70 

.69 

.01- 


OHAKD TOTAL 


178015 


69574 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. 


a Amra Forum Hotel. Phone 

Amman - Cairo - Rio 55271 1 8 


TOAl 


b^EBTISE IN THIS 
itlON CALL 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 






Quality Serviced 

★One & Two Bedrooms *Fitfly 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Da9y & 
Lang Stay ★Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-msa : aysaJG go.com. jo 


STUDidH^ig 

Prvfessto^^ii^Ry^ 


9®k- 


rtour^dp 

*jUUB0 

* M : 4r0lq^D0iif 

i £0 j V. 


Shmeteani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweffiehTel: 822891 



Watches -Perfumes 
Ska Ghses - Leather- Pats 


Cartier 


VERS 4 GE 


Visit Us At . ^ 

www.vtparab.convvipgm 


Sftaban Infl Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 59330851 


; FOR 
| RENT 

3^ Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 

Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Cotnplax 

tsl 5864230 -58651671 
Mobile; 079/37588 



MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

rate ^Oa/2W434Mp5 
^1^03/2014^9^- 


A 

fmdJ^Odsmt 


Uolimer Restaurant 

* 

Abdoun 5929564 


JL rc\r<\j/or 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 




Vienna Cafe 

Feel at ease, while enjoying 
your Hubbly Bubbly. 


i|©ia'l : i'Und8i|4©st; 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 41 26379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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LS. OPEN 


Sampras-Agassi match nears while Rafter readies for Goran 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Open quarter-final show- Sampras beat 7lst-raied 
World number one Pete down while a foe that Swede Mikael Tillstrom 6- 

Sampras and former num- reigning champion Pat 2. 6-3, 6-1. and 1994 U.S. 

ber one Andre Agassi Rafter fears is already upon Open winner Agassi ousted 

moved nearer to a U.S. him, 50th-ranked Italian Davide 





L-;^> 

ail 





Number one seed Pete Sampras of the U.S. hits a backhand return to Mikael Tillstrom of 
Sweden Saturday at U.5. Open in Flushing Meadows, N.Y. Sampras won in straight sets 
6-2, 6-3, 6-1 (AFP photo) 



Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden hits the ball between his legs to Fabrice Santoro of France 
Saturday at the U.S. Open in Flushing Meadows, N.Y. (AFP photo) 


Sanguinetti 6-2, 6-3, 6-0. in 
third-round matches 
Saturday at the $14 million 
event. 

“It was a little up and 
down for both of us," 
Sampras said of his 78- 
minute match. "It was a lit- 
tle careless at times but I 
got in the work I wanted to 
get done. When you win 2, 
3 and I, it's a pretty good 
day" 

Sampras has three of the 
six victories be needs to 
reach the U.S. Open final, 
where he could match Roy 
Emerson’s career record of 
12 Grand Slam singles 
titles. 

But first he might have to 
get past Agassi. The U.S. 
stars will meet in the quar- 
ter-finals if Sampras beats 
60th-nmked Russian 18- 
year-old Marat Safin and 
Agassi defeats ninth seed 
Karol Kucera of Slovakia. 

“I’m not worried about it 
being too soon in the tour- 
nament,'' Agassi said. 
“That's not too soon to start 
playing good tennis. I’m 
excited. If we do get there, 
I look forward to it being a 
night to remember." 

Australian third seed 
Rafter beat 188th-rated 
South African qualifier 
David Nainkin 6-1, 6-1. 6- 
1, and next faces Goran 
Ivanisevic, who snapped a 
five-match losing streak to 
Dutchman Paul Haaihuis 
7-6 (7/5), 6-3. 6-4. 

“I picked Goran four 
weeks ago as a danger man 
for this tournament,” Rafter 
said of the I4th-seeded 
Wimbledon runner-up from 
Croatia. “We all know how 
well he serves. He is going 
to be very dangerous. 

“It’s important when you 
play Goran to hang tough 
all the time. You never 
know with Goran. He can 
make mistakes. You have to 
hang in there. He's going to 
have to beat me. I’m not 
going to lose it.*’ 

Rafter won in 66 minutes 
and has not lost a set since 
dropping his first two of 
the tournament to 
Morocco’s Hicham Arazi, 
matching the number of 
sets he lost in seven match- 
es here last year. 

Ivanisevic served 21 aces, 
the last 1 17 mph on match 
point, and has dropped 
only one set in three match- 
es. 

“I’m hitting the ball 
great. I'm playing good 
tennis. Anything is possi- 
ble.” Ivanisevic said. “I'm 
looking forward to playing 
Patrick. It’s going to be a 
great match. If I play great 
tennis he has to beat me.” 

Ivanisevic would enjoy 
seeing a Sampras-Agassi 
quarter-final showdown. 

“Pete is always looking 
good. Even when he does- 
n’t look good, he looks 
good.” he said. “Andre is 
another great player. He’s 
hitting the ball well. If they 
meet in the quarters it’s 
going to be a hell of a 


U.S. Open Glance 


NEW YORK i AP) — Highlights of Saturday’s play in Mary Pierce. No. 13 Amanda Coetzer and No. 15 
the S14 million U.S. Open tennis championships: Anna Koumikova all won their third-round matches. 


Weather: Sunny and breezy with a high of 80 and 
low humidity. 


Attendance: Day: 24,928. Night: 21.516. Total: 
46.444. 


State of the Day: Patrick Rafter needed only one 
hour, six minutes to beat David Nainkin, 6-1, 6-1, 6-1. 
It was the shortest men's singles match of the touma- 


Results: Men: No. I Pete Sampras. No. 3 Patrick 
Rafter. No. 8 Andre Agassi. No. 9 Karol Kucera, No. 
12 Jonas Bjorkman, No. 14 Goran Ivanisevic. Jan 
Siemerink and Marat Safin advanced to the fourth 
round. Sixth-seeded Greg Rusedski was eliminated by 
Siemerink. Women: No. 2 Lindsay Davenport. No. 4 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, No. 5 Venus Williams. No. 
7 Conchita Martinez, No. 10 Nathalie Tauziat, No. 12 


Quote of the Day: “He's very unpredictable. Even 
he'll admit it. When he’s on. he's on. We're good 
mates. He's open and he likes to have fun. We'Jl do 
our business and when we get off, we’JJ be good 
mates,” — Patrick Rafter, on his fourth-round oppo- 
nent. Goran Ivanisevic. 


match." 

Britain's Greg Rusedski, 
last year’s U.S. Open run- 
ner-up. was ousted 4-6, 6- 
4, 5-7. 6-2. 6-4, by list- 
ranked Dutchman Jan 
Siemerink. who won on his 
fourth match 'point after 
three hours and 22 minutes 
with a 123-mph ace, his 
fastest of 10 in the match. 

It was 13th seed 
Rusedski's third consecu- 
tive five-set match. He 
played nine hours and 20 
minutes in 15 sets over five 
days before faltering on the 
seventh match point 
against him in the tourna- 
ment. 

Siemerink next faces 
12tfa-seeded Swede Jonas 
Bjorkman. who lost to 
Rusedski in the 1997 semi- 
final here. Siemerink is 14 
against Bjorkman but lost 
their most recent meeting 
in July at Wimbledon in 
five sets. 

“I'm going to be tough to 
beat,” Rusedski said. “I’m 
hitting the ball better, get- 
ting more confidence. I feel 
as good as I did in *97 ” 

The women’s round of 16 
was set with only two oust- 
ed seeds. Belgian 14th 
Dominique Van Roost and 
Japanese 16th Ai 
Sugiyama. The 14 seeds 
into the fourth round 
matched a U.S. Open 
record set in 1986 and 
1987. 

“It’s weird," second seed 
Lindsay Davenport said. 
“The other Grand Slams, 
there have been a lot of 
upsets. A lot of girls have 
come through unseeded. 
Maybe some players that 
used to be floaters are now 
seeded." 

Fourth-seeded French 
Open champion Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario will face 
Russian 15th seed Anna 
Koumikova, a 17-year-old 
who has won all three prior 
matches' against the 
Spaniard, two this year. 

Spanish seventh seed 
Conchita Martinez plays 
13th seed Amanda Coetzer 
and has a 12-1 record 
against the South African. 

America's top players 
will face French challenges 
when Davenport meets 
lOth-seeded Nathalie 
Tauziat and fifth seed 
Venus Williams takes on 
1 2th seed Mary Pierce. 
Davenport is 8-2 against 
Tauziat. Pierce won her 
only match with Williams 
last month in San Diego 
when the American retired. 

Williams advanced when 
Latvia's Larisa Neiland 
retired with back pain trail- 
ing 5-0 with only six points 
after 13 minutes. “It’s too 
bad. I was hoping 1 would 
have a tough match." 
Williams said. 

World number one 
Martina Hingis can set up a 
quarter-final showdown 
with former number one 
Monica Seles and five-time 
U.S. Open winner Steffi 
Graf can book a date with 



Number fifteen seeded Anna Koumikova of Russia watches a serve to Silvia Farina of 
Italy Saturday at the U.S.. Open in Flushing Meadows, N.Y. (AFP photo) 



Eight seeded Andre Agassi of the U.S. stretches for a return to Davide Sanguinette of 
Italy Saturday at the U.S. Open in Hushing Meadows, NY. Agassi won 6-2, 6-3, 6-0 (AFP 
photo) 


Wimbledon champion Jana compatriot Kimberly Po. 


Novotna on Sunday. 

Swiss teen Hingis plays 


Eighth seed Graf faces 
Swiss ! 1 th seed Pattv 


Seles is 3-0 against Po 
and Novotna 2-0 against 
Spirlea. The others will 


. j vi .i- i- t-C , _ , , ’ , ■ "V wyii.vH. i hi. uujcia Hu* 

64th-ratcd Nathalie Dcchy Schnyder. Novotna faces meet for the first time on 


of France while sixth seed 
Seles must get past U.S. 


ninth-seeded 
Irina Spirlea. 


Romanian the court. 


Japanese and snafus dominate Sydney marathon 


SYDNEY (AP; — Japanese runners dominated the men's 
and women’s divisions of Sunday's Sydney marathon, but 
there was major embarrassment for the host city of the 2000 
Olympics, 

Kcnichi Takahashi won the men's title in two hours. 15 
minutes and 51 seconds, followed by compatriots Kutsuhiko 
Hanada and Honda Takehura. as Japanese runners filled the 
first JO placings. 

Yukari Komatsu, 24. was the first woman across the finish 
in 2:29:09 followed by Shiki Tcrasaki and Eri Maisubara. 
Japan claimed the top five places in the women's field. 

Mosako Chiba, who won a bronze medal over 10.000- 
meters at last year's world championships, was fourth in her 
debut at the full marathon distance, clocking 2:37:44. 

The race started an hour late because the Sydney Roads 
and Traffic Authority had failed to close two essential roads 
to traffic. 


' - . ■§ 

lems could only reflect poorly on Sydney's Olympic bnilte 


The 900 entrants were warmed up and ready for the 0700 
start at North Sydney when police informed organizers of 
the inadequate road closures. The race started at 0803 local 

timt* 


While the event was not run by the Sydney Olympic orga- 
nizers (SOCOG). a leading athletics official said the prob- 


Athletics New South Wales president Ralph Doubell 
described it as a major international embarrassment for 
Sydney. 

Especially when you have about 400 overseas runners, 
mcludtng the Japanese Olympic Games squad competing:' 
said Doubell, who won the 1968 Olympic 800-meter gold 
medal. 

“When they return home they will be reporting that the 
marathon started one hour late. “The Roads and Traffic 
Authority charged us 50,000 dollars (U.S. S 29,000) to con- 
struct road barriers, and they didn’t I think there will now 
oe negotiation on the price.” 




PHILADELPHIA!' 


PHILADELPHIA '2 




"X f C1NEV 

A V 


TEL3WN238 


PLAZA 


Robert Duvall & 
Tea Leotii.Jn 


DEEP IMPACT 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 
6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Leonardo Di Caprio .. in Comedian Adel Imam .. in J J F.K LLY MS HYDE 
Tur XiT A\T TXT ■[ AL ZA'EEM Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 

THE MAN IN ! 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 


TO.39347V5 


CINEMA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


GALLERIA 2 


tic- 5934793 -\ 

\ ft 


Hsham'&tts’lheBhe 
TEL: 4625155 


ABDOUN 

wwu).eri$.eQm .jo f Galleria 


ABDOUN 

iPWw.cns.com.jofGalleria 


THE IRON MASKji Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 

CONTACT 

Shows: 8:15,10:30 


GODZILLA 


CITY OF ANGELS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, j Additional shozvs Thursday and 

8:30,1030 jj Friday evenings at 12:30 UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

/ \ J Shows: 3 30, 5:30 onlv i 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30 


Add Imam .. in 

AL ZATEM 

at 1030 p.m. 


WATCH OUT FOR ! 
THE NEW PLAY 
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china looks World champions still 
sleep" suffering from goal drought 



Water splashes as competitors paddle hard to gain speed at the start of the Men's K- 
2 (kayakdoubles) 200 metres heat, Saturday, during the 29th Canoe World 
Championships on Lake Matyet near Szeged in southern Hungary (AFP photo) 


Murdoch to buy 
Manchester United 
Report 


LONDON (AP) — Media 
magnate Rupert Murdoch 
was repotted Sunday to have 
made a 575 million pound 
bid to buy soccer giant 
Manchester United 

According to the Sunday 
Telegraph, Murdoch has 
already negotiated a deal 
with United chairman 
Martin Edwards. Edwards, 
the paper says, is selling his 
14percent stake in the club 
for SO million pounds. 

Although die reported 
move, was described as pure 
speculation by officials of 
Murdoch’s satellite TV 
company. BSkyB Sunday 
and there was no comment 
from the club, the prospect 
of iris -buying one of the 
wold’s most famous and 
financially successful clubs 
would make a huge impact 
on business in 

Va60 Sky TV, 
MfifiSScb has made sweep- 
ih||5aanges to coverage of 
socrer in Britain with very 
fewlive games being shown 
on regular terrestrial stations 
on the BBC and ITV. Sky 
also has exclusive rights to 
cpwr England's games such 
as. Saturday’s European 
Championship qualifying 


round loss to Sweden. 

Tim Allen, BSkyB 's direc- 
tor of corporate communica- 
tions, told Sky News: “The 
reports are speculation, but 
it’s understood there have 
been negotiations." 

The sale of England's 
wealthiest club, which was 
floated on the stock market 
in 1991, to BSkyB could 
give the broadcasting com- 
pany a stranglehold on the 
television and marketing 
rights to Premier League 
football. 

Manchester United's own 
television network called 
‘MU TV’ is preparing to 
launch later this week and, if 
the a sale to Murdoch went 
through, it is likely that the 
only way of seeing the team 
play would be through pay- 
per-view TV. 

Although United has a 
55,000-seater . stadium at 
Old ThiffqTd, F a]most..aU the 
seats go to season . ticket 
holders and the waiting list 
for the few that become 
available is several years 
long. 

Murdoch's Fox Television 
network spent some $360 
million earlier this year on 
buying baseball's Los 
Angeles Dodgers. 


FURNISHED APT. FOR RENT 

Overlooking Wadi Saqra, between 4th & 5th Circles. 
Area: 175 sq.m. consisting of 3 bedrooms, L-shaped 
dining room/llving room, with completely new furni- 
ture, telephone, parking & many many xtras. 

Annual Rent: JD5.500. 

For more details, please call owner at 5674286 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished 340 sq.m, first floor house “for 
rent" . Consists of 3 bedrooms, sitting and din- 
ing room, living room, 3 bathrooms, laundry 
room, garden, central heating. 

Location: Western Amman — district of public 
works. 

Tel.: Home: 5814810 
Office: 4729901 -Ext. 199 


WANTED 


Young dynamic male, university graduate 
for the demonstration of a scientific project. 

Call: 465 4516/465 4519 
for appointment. 


BUSINESS CENTRES 
(MU FUTURE 


^TjK A WC IAL 

^,h3vettetsay 


AiTOBBrnpraw 

^ Hilton. Hotel, Nicosia, Cyprus 


F °r information on BUSINESS CENTRES OF THE FUTURE 
please visit our web site at http:Wwww.optionsxoin.cy 
or contact the Conference Secretariat at: 
Options Congresses Ltd 
P.O.Box 7413, Nicosia 1645, Cyprus 
Tel: +357 2 775596, +357 2 779 S 00 , Fax: +357 2 781114 

Email: centres($vopt(OPS.com.cy 


Parma bid for 
Shearer — 
paper 

ROME (R) — Italy’s Parma 
have made a 40 billion lire 
($22.5 million) bid for 
Newcastle and England 
striker Alan Shearer, 
Gazzetta dello Sport said on 
Sunday. 

It said Parma had launched 
a bid for Shearer in June but 
baulked at Newcastle’s 
$33.8 million asking price 
and tried to sign Fiorentina's 
Argentine forward Gabriel 
Batistuta instead. 

When Batistuta chose last 
month to stay at Fiorentina, 
Parma reopened negotia- 
tions with Newcastle who 
had lowered their asking 
price, Gazzetta said. 

If Shearer moved to Parma 
he would join his former 
Newcastle team mate 
Faustino Asprilla in a formi- 
dable side which also 
includes Argentina's Juan 
Veron, France’s Lilian 
Jhuram and Italy centrcback 
Fabio Cannavaro. 

Gazzetta said the deal 
could prompt unsettled Italy 
striker Enrico Chiesa to 
leave Parma for AC Milan, 
who are searching for a 
striker following Dutch for- 
ward Patrick Kluivert’s sud- 
den departure for Barcelona. 


sweep 
of China 
Grand Prix 

BEIJING (AFP) — 
China has moved closer 
to a clean sweep of titles 
at the China table tennis 
Grand Prix by winning 
the women's singles, 
men’s doubles and tak- 
ing ail the berths for the 
men's singles semi- 
finals. Xinhua reported 
Sunday. 

Top women's seed and 
world number three 
Wang Nan beat seventh 
seed Sun Jin 21-12, 21- 
12, 23-21' to win the 
women’s singles title in 
an all-Chinese final. 

The men’s doubles tro- 
phy went ro Chinese pair 
Ma Lin and Qin Zhijian 
who beat compatriots 
Wang Liqing and Yan 
Sen 21-16, 21-15. 

In the quarter-finals of 
the men’s singles, 
French, Austrian and 
Greek competition was 
wiped out — along with 
top seed Kong Linghui 
— leaving four Chinese 
players to compete for 
the semi-finals. 

“The only hope to stop 
the hosts from a clean 
sweep lies in the 
women’s doubles event, 
which has five non- 
Chinese pairs in the 
quarter-finals,” Xinhua 
said. 

The $61,000 event, 
which finishes Sunday, 
features 140 players 
from 25 countries and 
regions. 

Wang Nan won $8,000 
for her women's singles 
title while the winner of 
the men’s singles title 
will take home $10,000. 


REYKJAVIK (R) — 

Unheralded Iceland con- 
firmed on Saturday what the 
world has suspected for 
some time — that France 
won the World Cup but still 
lack an effective strike 
force. 

The world champions 
failed to shine in their open- 
ing qualifier for the 
European championship on 
Saturday with a 1-1 draw in 
the Icelandic capital's tiny 
stadium. . 

The draw will also Inspire 
France's others opponents 
in group 4, especially 
Ukraine and Russia, the two 
other teams which have a 
reasonable chance of quali- 
fying. 

France's detractors say the 
host country won the World 
Cup without a reliable 
attacking force and 
Saturday’s result added fuel 
to their fire and vividly 
showed that the team 
desperately needs effective 
strikers. 

*T cannot blame the play- 
ers. They did what 1 was 
expecting from them 
tonight,” France’s new 
coach Roger Leraerre said. 

“We have ha'd several 
opportunities but we failed 
to convert them into goals 
and this is disappointing. 

“But I must say that we 
were unlucky, particularly 
during the second half,” said 
Lemerre, who will find that 
blaming fate will find him 
few allies from a hostile 
French press. 

France, who drew 2-2 in 
Austria in August in the first 
match after being crowned, 
are still looking for a win 
since the comprehensive 3-0 
victory over a subdued 
Brazil in the World Cup 
final two months ago. 

But captain Didier 
Deschaxnps refuses to admit 
that the poor results stem 
from over confidence. 

“There is not much we can 
say. We were stronger tech- 
nically and we played the 
match we were supposed to 
do but you can't say that we 
were too confident tonight,” 
said Deschamps. 

“It's obvious that people 



French Zinedine Zidane (i) dribbles Iceland's counterpart Helgi Kolvidsson Saturday in 
Reykjavik during their Euro soccer 2000 qualification match (AFP Photo) 


are expecting more from us 
and we have to cope with 
their expectations but we 
can't be at our best each 
time," he said. 

Lacking concentration, the 
world champions went a 
goal down when Rikhardur 
Dadason Look advantage of 
a blunder by goalkeeper 
Fabien Barthez to slot home 
the opener in the 33rd 
minute. 

Barthez claimed a foul. 

“I went out to punch the 
ball but an Iceland striker 
fouled me and I was expect- 
ing the referee to give me a. ■ 
free-kick but T understood 
what was happening when 
someone patted my shoul- 
der to tell me they had 
scored", Barthez said. 

France reacted swiftly 
thanks to playmaker 
Zinedine Zidane, who 
offered a perfect cross to 


former teammate 

Christophe Dugany, who 
equalised three minutes 
later. 

But apan from the single 
goal, France failed, to shine 
and Iceland left the pitch 
cheered as heros by 10.000 
fans. 

France had several oppor- 
tunities to score but showed 
little imagination and were 
contained relatively com- 
fortably by the powerful and 
consistent Icelandic defence 

“Iceland played as if it 
..was.. an- historic game. for 
themv-We made 1 the: mistake, 
of playing in a complicated 
way. 

“We will have to play 
more simply in the next 
games. It’s what we should 
have done today in this sort 
of match," said Marseille 
midfielder Robert Pires. 

France’s next match is 


against Russia in Moscow in 
October and already looks 
crucial for both teams. 

Russia, the seeded team of 
the group, were defeated 3-2 
by Ukraine on Saturday and 
will presumably try to 
restore their qualification 
bid against France. 

The French have a painful 
memory from their last out- 
ing in Moscow' where they 
conceded the only defeat of 
their World Cup warm-up 
games last March. 

- Another loss or draw will 
put France in a tricky situa- 
tion and coach Lemerre’s 
position would be ques- 
tionned.- 

“Everybody will have a lot 
to lose", said defender 
Franck Leboeuf. “In Russia, 
it’s going to be a do-or-die 
match.” 


Gardens Maintenance 

Gardens expert, landscape architect , 
Subhi Fahmawi can help to improve 4 
you r gardens by drip irrigation, remodel- j 
ling, maintenance. 1 

Telefax: 5349993 




For -Rent At Shmeisani 


215 sq.m.-first floor flat. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
L-shaped salon, maid’s room, 3 bathrooms, 2 bal- 
conies, 8 cupbards built in, well and independent 
heating. 


If interested please call: 5664407-5852240 


JOB WANTED 

A young man with four years experience of following 
up transactions at public and private institutions is 
seeking A job. 

For information call 5862686, Walid Thaher. 


English Teacher Required 


To teach adults (part-time) in a language centre. 
Excellent English and previous teaching experience 
are essential. 

Please send CV to P.O. Box 851815, 
Amman 11185 


PRIVATE ARABIC TEACHER 

(M.A. Teaching of Arabic as foreign language) 

Cali: (09) 995 426, 

ask for Ebu M uhammed the Bosnian or put 
your number. 


FOR RENT 

Two Furnished Super Deluxe Apartments 

1- In Rabia, first floor, 200 sq.m. 

2- In Shmeisani, 2nd floor, 170 sq.m. 

Both have 3 bedrooms (one master). 

Suitable for foreign families and diplomatic mission. 

Contact Tel.: 5530800, 079/48503 


MEETS YOUR EQUIPMENT NEEDS & REQUIREMENTS 
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‘20 spies for Israel 


arrested in Lebanon’ 


BEIRUT (AP> — More than 20 peo- 
ple. including a woman, have been 
arrested on suspicion of spying for 
Israel, a Beirut newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

A! Divar newspaper said the arrests 
followed a security sweep carried out 
by the Lebanese army in the neigh- 
bourhood of Shiyah in Beirut's south- 
ern suburbs in the past few days. 

The suspects were providing a 
Cyprus-based branch of the Israeli 
intelligence service, Mossad, with 
informodon, the paper said, quoting 
unidentified “informed sources.” It did 
not say whaL kind of information the 
suspects allegedly gave to Mossad. 


The network was uncovered based 
on information from a Lebanese sus- 
pected of being a spy for Israel and of 
helping Israeli troops in the assassina- 
tion of a guerrilla leader in south 
Lebanon last month, the paper said. 

Hossam A1 Amin, a commander of 
the Syrian-backed Shiite Araal guerril- 
la movement, was killed when a mis- 
sile fired from an Israeli attack heli- 
copter struck his car in south Lebanon. 

The paper's report could not imme- 
diately be confirmed by security offi- 
cials. The latest arrests were believed 
to be separate from a spy ring that the 
government said it uncovered on July 
8. 


Then. Lebanon accused 77 people of 
passing information to Israel on 
Lebanese and Syrian troop movements 
and the activities of Lebanese guerril- 
las. At the time, officials said 17 of the 
suspects were under arrest and the 
remaining 60 were at large. 

Government Prosecutor Nasri 
Lahoud said the 77 faced charges for 
“the crimes of contacting the Israeli 
enemy and its agents” and passing 
information to them. If convicted, the 
suspects could face the death penalty. 

Lebanon, which is technically at war 
with -Israel, forbids contacts with the 
Jewish state. 


‘U.S. officials had plans “L™, 


to capture Ben Laden’ 


order to arrest 
Islamists 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The United 
States had plans for a raid inside 
Afghanistan to capture alleged Islamist 
mastermind Osama Ben Laden months 
before Lhe embassy bombings in Africa, the 
New York Times reported Sunday, quoting 
senior U.S. officials. 

U.S. officials, however, decided against 
the kidnapping raid because of the risk 
involved to U.S. servicemen and Afghan 
civilians, the Times reported. 

The raid was supposed to take place at an 
unspecified date in the second quarter of 
1998, according to the Times. 

The operation was drawn up once U.S. 
intelligence officials had broad information 
linking Beu Laden to a series of Islamist 
attacks on U.S. taigets over the past years, 
the officials told the newspaper. 

The CIA-devised plan was for the U.S. 
commandos to enter Afghanistan, kidnap 
Ben Laden and take him to the United 
States to face charges. 

However. Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) director George Tenet and other top 
officials cancelled the plan because of the 
likelihood of a high casualty rate during die 
attack, according to the Times. 

U.S. intelligence officials were still work- 
ing on ways to capture Ben Laden when 
bombs ripped through the U.S. embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania on August 7, killing 
263 people. 



An undated recent file picture shows 
Saudi dissident Osama Ben Laden in an 
undisclosed place inside Afghanistan 
(AFP photo) 


Washington maintains that Ben Laden, a 
reclusive Saudi-born millionaire and sup- 
porter of Islamists, is responsible for the 
twin bombings in Africa. 

In retaliation, the United States launched 
cruise missile strikes on targets in 
Afghanistan and Sudan with supposed con- 
nections with the millionaire. 


Israeli court gives green light 
to extradition of U.S. fugitive 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli 
court Sunday gave the green 
light to the extradition to the 
United States of a Jewish- 
American teenager wanted for 
murder in the state of Maryland 

The Jerusalem district court 
said that Samuel Sheinbein. 18, 
warned for the September 1997 
murder of a 19-year-old neigh- 
bour. Enrique TeLlo Jr. should be 
extradited to face trial in the 
United States. 

Sheinbein was arrested by 
Israeli police after fleeing the 
United States shortly after the 
minder and has since battled 
extradition on the grounds that 
he inherited Israeli citizenship 
from his Israeli-born fatter 

Israeli nationals may not be 
extradited under Israeli law. but 
the Israeli authorities have reject- 
ed Sheinbein's claim to Israeli 
nationality and backed the LLS. 
request for extradition. 

Attorney General Eliakim 
Rubinstein ruled in November 
that Sheinbein, who had never 


previously been to Israel, could 
not claim citizenship since his 
father left Israel as a child before 
the adoption of a 1952 law 
which automatically grants citi- 
zenship to anyone bom of Israeli 
parents. 

The Jerusalem court ruled that 
while Sheinbein is an Israeli cit- 
izen he did not have sufficient 
links with the State of Israel to 
merit a rejection of the extradi- 
tion request 

•The defendant is an Israeli 
citizen from birth.” judge Moshe 
Ravid said in the 75-page ver- 
dict Ti is not possible to take 
away the citizenship of an Israeli 
citizen even if it was given on the 
basis of misinformation.” 

“Despite this, the defendant is 
extraditable because under the 
extradition law, the meaning of 
the word ‘citizen - carries with it 
strong ties to the country of citi- 
zenship." 

Sheinbein now has 30 days to 
appeal against the ruling and his 
Israeli lawyer, former justice 


minister David Libai, said an 
appeal would be filed. 

"This is very strange reason- 
ing." he said of the court ruling. 
“The state did not even dare to 
argue what the judge concluded. 
I am very surprised." 

“It is a very imaginative judge- 
ment." he told AFP. ‘1 am going 
to appeal and I believe the 
Supreme Court will reach the 
correct decision. 

Tt is up to the Knesset [the 
Israeli parliament] to change the 
law. not the judge.” 

Libai also said the Sheinbein 
family “fears that he will be 
killed if he goes back to (he 
U.5.," although Maryland 
authorities have said they would 
not seek the death penalty since 
Sheinbein was a juvenile at the 
time of the crime. 

The United Stales has exerted 
pressure on Israel to band over 
the fugitive and members of the 
U.S. Congress even raised the 
possibility of cutting off aid if 
Sheinbein was not extradited. 


TEHRAN (AFP; — Iran's 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei has backed an 
order from President 
Mohammad Khatami to arrest 
Islamic vigilantes who beat up 
two leading moderate offi- 
cials, Iran’s police chief said. 

Brigadier General Reza 
Lotfian told the official ERNA 
news agency the force had 
launched an investigation into 
the incident Friday “following 
orders from die leader to arrest 
die culprits.” 

“We have established intelli- 
gence units and are cooperat- 
ing with the body guards of the 
two officials,” Abdullah 
Noun, vice president for 
social aflairs and develop- 
ment, and AtaoUah 
Mobajerani, minis ter fix cul- 
ture and Islamic guidance, 
said. 

Noun and Mobajerani. lead- 
ing reformers close to 
Khatami, were attacked in the 
streets of Tehran as they 
attended a mass funeral for 
700 Iranian soldiers killed in 
the 1980-1988 war against 
Iraq. 

The minister hurt a finger 
and was taken to a clinic for 
treatment while Noun, a cler- 
ic, had his turban knocked off 
his head. 

Khamenei is the chief com- 
mander of the armed forces, 
including the police, which 
takes orders directly from the 
supreme leader. 

Khatami issued a decree 
Saturday to the ministries of 
intelligence and interior, both 
of which he controls, to 
launch a “thorough investiga- 
tion” and crackdown on the 
Islamists, who act as self- 
styled guardians of the 1979 
Islamic Revolution. 

“We cannot tolerate the 
propagation of violence who- 
ever it comes from. The 
authorities must not dither or 
show mercy in dealing with 
this ugly act from a small 
group who bear vengeance 
against the rule of law and 
freedom.” he said. 

The Islamists often attack 
street rallies held by critics, 
moderate newspapers and 
movie theatres showing films 
they deem un- Islamic. They 
also harass young couples as 
part of a drire fo fight “deca- 
dent" Western culture. 
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Revellers splash a giant statue of the elephant-headed Hindu God Ganesh after drag- 
ging it into the ocean on the last day of the Ganapati celebrations Saturday. Ganesh 
who's birthday is celebrated ail over India, but especially in Maharashtra state, is 
believed to bring good luck and reduce obstacles. Tens of thousands of residents take 
part in the annual celebrations on Mumbai's Chowpatty beach (AFP photo) 


Escaped Hamas militant claims PNA torture 


CAIRO (AFP) — Hamas mili- 
tant Imad Awadallah. who 
escaped from a Palestinian 
prison on Aug. 15, accused 
Palestinian authorities of tortur- 
ing him in a letter received by 
AFP on Sunday. 

“God the All Powerful granted 
me the chance to escape from 
my Palestinian Authority prison 
alter four months and eight days, 
or to be exact 128 days," 
Awadallah said in the letter, 
dated Aug. IS. 

"I was subjected during this 
time to suffering and torture that 
nothing human could have 
helped me to survive." it said, 
adding that he endured only “by 
the grace of God" 


Awadalah was arrested in 
April on charges of involvement 
in the murder of Mohieddin 
Sharif, the chief Hamas bomb- 
maker whose body was found 
riddled with bullets and mangled 
by an explosion in Ramallah. 

The letter said Palestinian offi- 
cials, including Colonel .fibril 
Rajoub, head of security in the 
West Bank, and Tayeb Abdul 
Re him. an adviser to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, tried to 
force Awadallah into confessing 
to Sharif's murder. 

‘T told them to find someone 
else to besmirch the memory of 
the martyrs,” the letter said. 

Police accused Awadallah and 
his brother Adel, the alleged 


leader of Izzedrn Al Kassam, 
the armed wing of Hamas in the 
West Bank, of killing Sharif in a 
struggle for control of Hamas 
militaiy activities in the West 
Bank. 

But Hamas has rejected this 
account, accusing the 
Palestinian police of working 
with Israel to murder Sharif, 
who was held responsible for 
bombings in which dozens of 
Israelis died. 

Hamas has also chared that 
Awadallah is dead and that 
police fabricated reports of his 
escape to hide die murdec 

The letter gave no details of 
his escape or his current loca- 
tion. 


Syria assails Turkish-lsraeii ‘suspect alliance’ 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria on Sunday attacked 
an Israeli plan for the cre- 
ation of a regional security 
alliance with Turkey, say- 
ing it would create a dan- 
gerous situation in the 
region. 

“All sincere appeals to the 
Turkish government have 
fallen on deaf ears and it 
has escalated the situation 
by threatening to take 
provocative military mea- 
sures, directing itself firmly 
towards a suspicious 
alliance" with Israel, wrote 
Al Baath, the journal of 
Syria's ruling Baath party. 

Israeli Premier Benyamin 
Netanyahu said in an inter- 
view with a Turkish news- 
paper Saturday that he 
would propose a joint 
regional security system in 


talks with Turkish counter- 
part Mesut Yilmaz who 
arrives in Israel on 
Monday. 

“We are working to trans- 
form the Israeli -Turkish 
cooperation in the Middle 
East into a regional securi- 
ty system," Netanyahu told 
Milliyet. 

“We (Turkey and Israel] 
are surrounded by radical 
regimes that are developing 
ballistic missiles with non- 
conventional warheads and 
that are capable of firing 
them,” he added. 

Turkey and Israel signed 
a military cooperation 
accord in February 1996 
provoking anger among a 
number of Arab and 
Moslem nations, particular- 
ly Egypt. Iran and Syria. 

At Baath said Ankara's 


refusal to listen to Arab and 
Muslim warnings showed it 
had “turned its back on the 
rules of good neighbourli- 
ness and chosen to alienate 
itself from countries who 
want to preserve them, cre- 
ating a dangerous situa- 
tion." 

“This alliance is con- 
demnable and Yilmaz's 
visit to Israeli is an aggres- 
sive initiative that must be 
firmly challenged by Arab 
and Islamic nations," the 
paper said. * 

Yilmaz's visit will be the 
second by a Turkish prime 
minister to Israel since 
1993. 

He arrived in Jordan on 
Sunday on the first leg of 
the regional tour that will 
also take him to the 
Palestinian territories. 
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Speculation builds in U.S. as Starr prepares Clinton sex report 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The Washington Post missed — because of the Other sources said the Glendening. 'a Democrat Thursday U.S. Democratic ship with Lewinj,] 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton 
returned here from three 
weeks of vacation and trav- 
els to Europe late Saturday, 
just as speculation heals up 
on the impact of a report by 
independent Counsel 
Kenneth Stair on the Monica 
Lewinsky sex-and-lies scan- 
dal. 

The report, due to be deliv- 
ered within the next weeks, 
is likely to have such damag- 
ing details that some believe 
Clinton will be censured by 
Congress — a major embar- 
rassment but far short of 
being forced from office. 

Others say Starr’s report 
will be so personally and 
politically devastating it will 
force Clinton to resign or 
face impeachment by 
Congress. 

“Pending report already 
weighs on Washington,'' the 
Los Angeles Times head- 
lined Sunday, summarising 
the mood:’ “The buzz 
builds." 


The Washington Post 
reported that the White 
House is expecting Stan's 
report to be full of sexually 
explicit details, and more 
politically damaging than 
first believed. 

Four years and some S20 
million ago Starr was 
appointed to look into the 
Clinton's ties to Whitewater, 
a failed land venture in 
.Arkansas. 

Yet the final Starr report is 
“almost certain" lo be limit- 
ed to the Lewinsty scandal, 
according to the Post. 

“Some of (Clintons] 
advisers are convinced that 
Stan will now see fit to spell 
cut not only the times and 
places of the sexual encoun- 
ters. but also explicit details 
in order to charge that the 
president knowingly lied in 
his January 17 deposition in 
the Paula Jones lawsuit," 

Clinton insists that he did 
not lie under oath in the 
Jones sexual harassment 
case — which was later dis- 


missed — because of the 
legal definition of a sexual 
relationship. 

To show that Clinton 
indeed lied — a potentially 
impeachable offence — 
Starr must now give explicit 
details of the sex acts. 

Some Clinton advisers 
worry that “unsavoury and 
even odd sexual behaviour 
could be included in the 
report." according to the 
Post 

Another Clinton adviser 
told the Post that the presi- 
dent was "sad" and “disori- 
ented.” a mood made worst 
because (wife) “Hillary has 
not forgiven him." 

One senior Clinton source 
described the mood inside 
the White House to the New 
York Daily News as “total 
chaos." 

“Nobody is managing this 
crisis," the source told the 
Daily News. “The loop is 
down to two people — Bill 
and Hillary Clinton. They're 
doing it all themselves." 


Other sources said the 
mood at the presidential 
mansion was ’‘unbelievably 
depressing" and “some- 
where close to despair.” 

A senior Clinton political 
counsellor told the paper that 
the sex-and-lies scandal has 
energised Clinton-haters and 
demoralised his supporters. 
The likely result: fewer votes 
for the Democratic party in 
the upcoming November 
congressional elections; a 
big Republican party victo- 
ry; and an overwhelming 
Republican majority in 
Congress. 

This would make any pos- 
sible impeachment easier, 
the political counsellor said. 

The president’s Aug. 17 
nationally televised confes- 
sion of bis affair with then 
2 1 -year-old Whire House 
intern Lewinsky has done 
little to increase his support. 

Democrats ore beginning 
to distance themselves from 
Clinton: Saturday 

Maryland's Governor Parris 


Glendening, ' q Democrat 
who is Tunning for re-elec- 
tion, asked for Vice 
President Al Gore — and not 
president Clinton — to come 
to an upcoming fond raising 
event. 


Thursday U.S. Democratic 
Senator Joseph Licberman. 
who had been a staunch 
Clinton supporter, rook to 
the Senate floor to assail rhe 
president tor having lied to 
the public about his relation- 


ship with Lewinsky. 
Lieberman, the first 
Democratic senator to attack 
the president on the issue, 
said he felt “deep disap- 
pointment and personal 
anger" toward Clinton. 



The Jordan Press Association (JPA) is holding a 
press conference at the Professional Associations 
Complex at 12:30 p.m. in Amman tomorrow 
(Tuesday) Sept. 8, 1998 to discuss the new Press and 
Publications Law. 

JPA President Saif Sharif and Chairman of the 
Professional Unions Hassan Jaber, will address the 
meeting expressing.their views about the new law. 
We invite JPA members and representatives of the 
local and foreign medtaHo attend and participate in 
the discussio»»s.--v'^^i ; -iA<-- 
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Diana’s bored 
brother to leave 
South Africa 


LONDON (AP) — 
Princess Diana’s brother, 
Earl Spencer, is bored with 
life in South Africa and 
plans to return permanently 
to Britain early next year 
and run the family estate, 
Althoxp, The Sunday 
Telegraph reported. 
Spencer. 34, who com- 
plained that media atten- 
tion on his failing marriage 
and his then-wife’s prob- 
lems with eating, drugs and 
alcohol drove him from 
Britain, moved to Cape 
Town four years ago. 
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Dutch prince’s 
72nd birthday a 
historical moment 
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THE HAGUE (AP) — As 
birthdays go, this one 
couldn’t have been more 
historic for the House of 
Orange. Prince Claus, the 
husband of Queen Beatrix, 
celebrated his 72nd birth- 
day Sunday — coinciding 
with the 100th anniversary 
of the crowning of former 
Queen Wilhelmina and the 
50th anniversary of the day 
her daughter, Princess 
Juliana, became queen. The 
German-born prince- was 
marking his birthday quiet- 
ly at home with family and 
close friends, Dutch media 
reported. ' 
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Johnny Hallyday, 
still a major 
star at home 


PARIS (AFP) — Middle- 
aged French rock star 
Johnny Hallyday showed 
he can still pack them in 
when he attracted nearly 
80,000 spectators, includ- 
ing President Jacques 
Chirac, to a concert late 
Saturday. Virtually ignored 
abroad but still a major star 
at home, Hallyday. 55, 
landed in the French 
national stadium in the 
Paris suburb of Saint Denis 
on the giant stage by wire 
from a helicopter to launch 
a three-hour spectacle 
complete with all the latest 
sound and light gadgetxy. 
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TV programme 
on Mother Teresa 
at the Vatican 


Agencies 
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VAT7CAN errY (AFP) - 
Pope John Paul II received 
British Film star Ben 
Kingsley, Indian television 
actor Kabir Bedi and 
Argentinian model Valeria 
Mazza, the Italian news 
agency ANSA repwted* 
The three were recording a 
television progr amm e at 
the Vatican on Mother 
Teresa, the Macedonian - 
bom nun famous for her 
work for the poor in India, 
who died a year ago- 
Kingsley is famous for his 
1982 film portrayal of 


Indian pacifist Mahatma | prec^. 

Gandhi, while Bedi acted j hr the | 


in the Indian television 
series “Sandokan”. Mazza* 
though of Argentinian ori- 
gin, is well known in Italy- 
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The wealthy of 
China should be 
prosecuted for bigamy 
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BEUTNG (AFP) - -n* ■ Hentj, 

wealthy of Qiina, who & ■ 


openly taking one or mom 
mistresses, should be pro 5- 
ecuted for bigamy. a 
women’s official said 
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women’s official saJ^ ! 

Sunday. “The number o[ j v.^in T 
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chairwoman or *'■*: u " ,u m e rru 

Guangdong Province ; ftr ' av e ^rs j 

Women’s Federation. 

44_ i i- 'lrki;. J ' ir... 511 ‘->n 


said such “ugly activities ; ^ 
were common all through • th ai C! 100 

the booming *0* ^ 


province which borders i w r • * 

Hong Kong and called f° r ' ' . fc nt .^-*15 
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such behaviour — which I s 


largely ignored at present j s 0ci eh . 
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